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ET OTES 
PREFACE 
TO THE 


is no end, ſaid the wiſe So? 


lomon in his. time ; which 


SH F making many Books zhere 


4 bath been ſince fulfilled in ſuch a' degree; 


and to ſuch a meaſure, that through the 


+ | multitude of Books, ' the intended Good 
|.and Benefit of them hath been loſt and - 


defeated. For when the Great Truths 
of GOD have come forth and been” 
publiſhed , People haye not diſtinguiſh- 


- | ed, diſcerned, and known them from the 


"_ . ordi- 


oat" 


; "5 


g's, BY AIM oy: 
- YL. 


4 4 .* . 
ordinary Tmagmations and Sayings of 
other meer Humane Writers,” But they 


| - ſtood; Pal. 106. 7. As 7. 25. by 
the Men of this World , and by the 


| not been Undesftood by many of -- the 


real Servants of -G O D: They having 
not been 'ſo diligent (as in Duty they 


quire- out . iftar all the Appearances and 
Manifeſtations of bis Truth- in the 
World. RR OT FRE Os 


| In every, Nation. (aud ſo m'every 
Set: or Party, however. it 45- called” of 
named) he. that- ſeryeth GOD and 
\rorkech Kigreouſcl (which i 
Seneral'; and comprehenſive Speech ,”. and 


a4 


doth. include Obedience to all- the Wards 


> 
, 


To the Rzavrs, | 
i ' have remamed hidden , and not under- 


outward Wor ſhippers : Yea; they have | 


- ought ) to ſeek, As 15. 17. and. en- | 


of His Law) is accepted: with Him, | 


To Ge R EADER: 
Adts 10. 34. To each Perſe wah 
doth this, GOD affords the Know 
ledge of Him, elf, and. of the Thos - 
which pertain to bis Kingdom. 'So that 
out of the Writings of the People of the ſe- 


 veral Opinions and Per ſuaſions os. 48 


(if that Foundation in them here mention- 
ed doth ſtand ſure): ſomewhat of G.0O'D 
and of his Truth may be ſought after, and 


alſo had by the godly, honeſt, and wder- 


ſtanding Reader. . But this 4s to be t- 
tendei] unto, that as between the Miradtes 
of Moſes, -and the Inchantments of the 


Y Magicians, there is that manifeſt diverſi- © 


ty, That the one does not only - much ex- 
ceed the other ; but the farſt.do. carry that 
Power, Evidence, and Demonſtration along 
with vhews that the Magicians themſelves * © 
are forced to confeſs and acknowledge, This 


3s the: Finger of GOD, Ex. 8.19. 
KY, likewiſe there is not only « manifeſt di- 


T4 verſity 


To the ReavDrn 

verſity between the Imaginations, Subtlety,|, 
and Sophiſtry of Satan ( which have alſo|; 

- an outward likeneſs unto, and imitation of 
Truth) and the certainty of the Words|; 
1 of Truth themſelves, or -what Job calls ; 
38 right Words, Chap. 6.25. But further,f 
Hl there is obſerved to be a continued Vein of* 
Holineſs, anda Spirit of theFear of the|.; 
Lord, which runs throughout the Writings| | 
of ſome Men more than others. Here agam|* 
theſe are exceeded by others alſo,who are yet| 
mightier and greater than they in the King | 
dom of God, and in'the diſpenſation of his| 1 
Goſpel : For there is a real difference bel | 
tween what 1s meerly pious and devotional | 


or thoſe common. things, which are univer{ 
ſally known, and obvious already; and the 1 
«making known the Great Truths of God 
.or thoſe new Things which he doth def: 
_  clare,Before theypring forth] tell you 
_ ofthem;1/a.42.9.Which God doth tell an 


declar| 


_ 


To the R raven, 
declare unto Mankind, by fome particular 
Saint or Servant of his. © 
Now whether I my ſelf ſhall fall ander 
the ſame Imputation which T here' tacitly re- 
rebend m other Writers ; or whether T do 
here bring forth out of my Treaſury ſuch 
Things new and old; which in themſelves are 
indeed worthy tobe made publick; or whe- 


ther yet further, I do not expreſs out thoſe 
Truths of God (which as it is my Duty 


to write, ſpeak, and make known ;_ ſo it is 
the Duty of the People of this my Genera- 


tion, to read, bear, and receive into their 


knowledge, Rom. 1. 28.) Trefer all this 
tothe ſpiritual man who yudgeth all 


things, 3. Cor.1. 15. mthis mean while, as 
1 :t will be yet more clearly diſcerned and de- 


termined by God and his Saints at the laſt 
Day. ; | 


 » I hathibeen obſerved of John the Eyan- 


geliſt, - that in his Goſpel he doth. fet down 


and 


_ feat and confirm the ſame things, be dotbP* 


\ 


uſeful Truths and weightier Matters © 


To the Reaper. | 
and"mention what was omitted by the other 
three Evangeliſts ; for whereas they all re-Y 


record that as to which-they are ſilent ;Þ 
fo it hath been and ſhall be my conſtant Me- If 
thod and Reſolution, only to. publiſh thoſel 


| 


the Law,which have been hitherto omir-f 
red (fee Mar. 23.23.) in the Books andP! 
Sermons of other Writers and Preachers :|" 
And tho* T have already employ d the PreſsÞ! 
proportionally for.one of my Circumſtances,f 
Condition, and Nears ;* yet T ſhall never beſ 
þ palmnmous as Origen of old (who is" 
reported to have made fix thouſand Paolo th 
or as Toſtatus and: Richard Baxterof 
later Times. But as 1 hope'to be accepted off 


' * Him, who comes quickly, and his Re-J® 


wird: is with him, to give to-ever) £ 

man according as Bs Work ſhall bef* 
Rev.2 2. 12. [know that the Goodneſs andp" 
| Worth 


To the Reap x. 
her orth- thereof, doth lie not fo much. in ts. 
ve. uantity; as'its quality (as a little Diamond 
otbþ* of more value and eſtimation than a much 
mt-z({7eater Common Stone) ſo I had rather 
"peak five, or a very few Words with | 
oof pledge and underſtanding, that by my 
0 Voice 1 might teach others alſo ( which 
ay be unto” Men to edification, exhortati- 
gk i and comfort ). than - ten thouſand 
IK 7ordsin wſeleſs Notions, or rather Ima- 
efc|tinations, in meer ſmooth Language, "or 
ces, -pain-jangling and matters of doubtful 
bel ſputation.; the formey of which do divert © 
0 isjand. turn afide': the Mind\ from the, one 
ks thing needful ; and the latter do rather mi- 
offniſter-unto ftrife than unto godly edifying. . 
1 off. 'This ſmallenſuing Treatiſe is an eſſay 
ke and endeavour to the only: good and right . 
end of ſeeking the preſent 'Peace and fu- 
Be tre Welfare of men and women; I do there.” 
and in write unto them cf the common. 
rth Sal: 


woe. SER At tt 


 fefts, Infirmities, the Sins and Errours|| 


2 : p 8 *% _ h 
x ” "=; £ S - - 
” _ = 
a. RH mn be a_ = oy _ 
IEEE OI - 2 R—_— . 
—_ . u De a, NR _—_ _ DE 
A » ” = Mi - N 
* 1. P 
: . ” 
a \ 


IS >= "ak, a INS a ; OOTY _ COST on 

Pb. P: ls. # * 
. bo” a 
s " 


ot OY ng nes 
- * 
% 


—_ — " X - 
ak OO SON GOES SAN EBEGE APP y-/p, AIA AO I j, 
" F .- 
We” 
Kd 
Ay 
b 


Y OTIS R\ IR 


To the R# a'Ss x | 
Salvation. The Contents and ſubjeZt 
Matter thereof may be apprehended 7 £ 
the Title-Page. Where the Failmgs, De-| 


of the People are ſpoken of : This 45 
for Do&rine, for Reproof, for Cor-|/ 
rection, for Inſtruction in Righteouſ-| 
neſs: - And tho' perhaps there may not bel + 
altogether - that exaftneſs of _ Art, Method 
and Connexion ( whereof ſome Scribes of 


have beer” more curious and. careful, than 


of the Subſtance of the Things they have|- 
delivered): yet berem we have a great part|," 
of the Scripture for our enſample, which['% 
was given: by Inſpiration. of -God, anal 
is profitable for things whithmake,us wiſe 
unto Salvation, that the Man of God mayg,, 
be perfe&t, : thoroughly furniſhed unto allþ 
Good-works, albeit it is not bike' unto Diff, 
oy ramed--by Art and Man's Deb: 

| | Fo 


vice. . 


=, 
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$SOME* 


«TX ) 
79 [1:; 100 | 
wr es 77-2410 
e- 
TA Fu 'S Po M. ct +8 
| THOUGHTS: 
Ir- 


Fa hocheving the is #0 come, e,&c. 
el vn 1047 
od. 36814 43613  $14*) 7 
JeslBebold, now are we hi Sow? of God; py 
han. # doth net yet appear what we ſbaltibe; but 
ane ; that. when. be ſhall appear , we 
* & Galle dike bins: for Ne Fo ct a6 
WE 45 hh 2: 
- F Dncer ning this thirig of Kutufe and 
FP endlef6 Life,” T have' great thought 
; and ſearching of Heart : My Soul 
ww Ado ſhrag within'me, when in my 
mak 3ed I think upon it 'thronzhly. Now 1 am 
) alisyet "in this Thc Tt when that Moment 


4th ——_— 


Ut of; which are” ok © FG ed 3 
an 4 A 2 a, 


# 


* as it-will be then withed and Uefired thar 


as mugh greater as between the::whole O, 


Co): 
and cannot be retrieved for all eternity. Trial 
was'once had, but now it” is over, even"as tc 
all the Days and Doings'of this Life here upo 
Earth. Now the Days are pafling, and wg® 
are as yet in the Fleſh ; but then they will bq" 


"all over, and gone, and our Spirits will be"reÞ! 


moved from hence : *Then fhall they rememP* 
ber (Luke 16. 25) the ſeverat Steps and Paſf'4 
ſages of our Life here on Earth, which at firſf® 
may ſeem as faint as-the remembrance of Þ 
Night-Vifion., or of the things which havPÞ" 
been lately, or long fince paſt. Bur'they ſhalþ- 
be all calF'd over again, and appear before u$Þ*« 
All the Thonghts, Words, and ARtions of  thÞUt 
paſt Life, will remain preſent before the Souſa 
and appear more lively, and make Yeta\greq4® 
ter impreflion (becauſe chen ſhe's to 'recei 'e 
accordingly) than when they werefirſtdone. re 


The Word of Inſtruction whicl goth age? 
hence,is,that every thing now Thoule ; de: 0 Yonge 


york done ; and IONS ſtrive ONT DAGORY 10 
pleaſing and findivg acceptance with Almigfftc 
FRY In wh daſhed avs wbrehe the Jal 
.of our ſojourning! ' How ſhould; we improvſod 
every. moment of 'our. precigus Time, and nq91! 
ſuffer the leaſt portion thereof to paſs away+ ijut. 
unprofitable and vain-things!, 'Fhe.diſpropoſn 
tion between Time and-Eternity..is vaſt, anÞre 
Cealol 
a 


(3) 


Triafg2d 2 fingle Drop ; or as the-whole gathering 
45 teſf the Waters is to-a narrow Gulph, or Stream. 
mort he Rivers. run ito the Sea, and: in like man- 
| war as ſoon; as we draw: Breath, we are gliding 
Nl b4 *call we launch fore; and are ſwallowed up 
peice raity.. The Odds will be as great, or 
Sl er more exceeding, 'than when. one (who 
Paſpas impriſoned ina dark Dungeon, or cub- 
firfſed up in-a narrow. cloſe ''Room) is tet out to 
& Se liberey ofthe whole Earth :' Orlike a Swal- 
hav; dw (which for a/lictle time was. pent.up. in a 
ſhalÞ* gÞ), is let out again to. fly up and down. in 
e uÞe wide-and.immenſe Regions of : Air. The 
\ chÞeration and Change which will —_ 
Souſpade us,:15 yet more 'unconceiv t 
$req® He rIn, appear what we ſhall be. Now 
oe e:know:/ nothing or - but: little of the Soul ; 
ine pe een perevire nothing beſides the Soul. 
Ls, are wholly raken up with the. Con- 
f-theBagdy, then we (hall have nothing 
© is And fo though our Bodies do 
M5 joulder towards the Duſt, and then ſeem to be 
terly loſt;-yet it is not; ſo for ever, - for they 
all be raiſed up-again, 'and rendred glorious 
lay d incorruptible.. Nowiwe do mind. (if not 
4 nqnly, yet chiefly). things: ſenſible and carnal ; 
iy ijtthen we-ſhall be wholly caken up wich the 
po onlideragion: of -chings ſpiricual: The whole 
- anÞreation, 'with- all the Things and Works-af 
zþod, will-be - more clearly manifeſted before 
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us, and'underftoad by us, thatt they are now,ſ'- 
as much as the Underſtanding of a: Man dothf| 


_ exceed and ſurpaſs the Conception and Inftinafut 


of a Beaſt. It will be a; very great changeand|in 
renewal of things, now no more to turn toſ# 
Corruption, nor to be'deftroyed, nor yer'difÞ& 
ſolved. - Bur as it is ſaid of Melchiſedeck; That] 
he abideth 'a Prieft continually, Heb." 9. 3. Byl** 
which Word Prieft, according to its firſt inft;-j** 
tution',-'is ſignified the moſt 'Sandtified+andſi 
Holy, and: Choice of the People :: And ye )ſhaitÞ#Þ 
be unto me a Kingdom of Prieſts, and a boly 'Ne- bo 
tion, Exod: rc 6 oe whence :comerh- tha 
Word Clergy. So in; like manner: it: may-bef at 
affirmed,, when thoſe true Things: areereted(#h 
and ſet up (whereof the Things: heretofore fo 
made and now in being are but the figtre)|th 
when the 'new Heavens and- the new'Earth] t 
are created which areſpoken of int T/a;, 65.47.14 
then (if we may fo ſpeak after the\-manner' off 3: 
Men, with much humilicy, 'crembling;-/andire- dc 
verence, that ie may /be underſtood by their 
Capacities) God hath:done his" beft':' For +64 bx 
new Heavens we: the 'new Earth which 1 will W 
make, ſhall remain (obſerve'that) before me,ſairh| 
tbe Lord, Tſai. 66. 22. This Word Remain, doth 7 
denote an'eternal unchangeable-ftare, or-what-| © 
ever isto laſt fora time, if it be a thouſand or m: 
oC 


million of Years, that'is tranſitory fot the-ſe- 
veral parts and portions of Time do paſs away, 
and lucceed one another. Now 


0 pk ,f 


ow,f Now therg- is hoc Tims aiag Which 
lothſars relative Terms ; point-forch 
inafunto, as they. wi Po owed 6 vp ac length 
and(io-the it pris þ-o) whole Earth 7 £4 at. reſt 
1 to ues; they: orth anto {ii , Hai. 14: 
diff: hs };doth. reſpe&,,and look ppm ” 
_ Confuſion, Deſolation, Deſtruction, Trouble. 
and; carinefs. which hath been heretofare on 
++ e:Earth; whenthere was fear: and weeping. 
and Ivis before ſaid, Zbe Lord ſhall gize thee reff frinms 
hal rby ſorrow, and fromthy Poe, and from thy bed 
e wherein thow' waſt made to. ſerve, verl; 4. 
had: The $ forme ovil- things: ſhall \be done away, 
/ "be and the contrary good things ſhall ſucceed in 
j|the room cheroof : And though this will 'in 
wa ſome meaſure be fulfilled: in-the latter days an 
re) the Earthy when -the <Sinners:; (who.cauſe all 
rthi this evil-and trouble). ſh: 
17; Earth, and'the wicked ſpall. bemo-more, :P{al.'10 
of 25: | For: in what Prayer the Spiric of /Fruch 
>| doth. te; 'is jncladed a[Promiſe that fo it 
cir] ſhall-be. Lay the People: who itthabic 
:be] here, ſhall practice the. lame: Holineſs, and 
vill] live in peace, as in erkjſale -which-:'is above, 
13] which is the Mother of us all. Which-Wocrd 


oth —4-xrag .byIncerpretation is che F ifeans of Peace. 
Th x will To in aleſs yr Lan 


OW _ paks, 


| i» refed ood is | 


"ih. ad 


k RIOT, _ 


-of Soul-and Spirit; bur altos co.ouoward; 


by day,.chy Sun ſhall no more-podown, 'Weirhe 
| Jhnll thy Moon. withdraw it\ elf ;'for rhe Lon 


f, 
*I8, 79. $o'ſhall ir.no morerejoyce as a ſtrang| c 
d 


his living Creatures and 'Sparits, | 


No\Hore anj;@cary Beaſt; but;4f: roles ſenf 


-up.alfo ro o beingard life.again, jan 


[xo labour, yer all: ab 
oe boads, "ore: i2be/e) times of refreſning<ſhial! 
The Holy Gat honhy: ſignifying, charichey 


C6) 
paſs, that ch& whole Creation ſhall- be-at-re 
.andiquier: They ball fing or J0y, and:breal 
forch in loud Voices; ahd <yerlaſting Hallek 
jahs; as is defcribed i inthe Revelacions.: :The: 
ſhall not anly'þÞe foasto reſtand inward Pac: 


7-7 


and'/Motion : The Sun ſpatl-no moreibe th 


I] be: untd 'thee an everlaſting Ligbr, | Uaicivo 


Man to run\a'Ragey nonany: onger:continut 
his-going: forth fro! the-end of Heaven: rio! 
his Circuit unta;c 2 ends of ic:;: but the- rea 
ſon of the:thitg/a 


ofthe itlagimars'F 1t6ares) "Therd. t al, o 


tive and irtationdlQuearures, . 
L 2h; exceeding. that flicks, chey 


hall ftill.conginue ſtrong 


thefent, ſhall be done away, both with. Men 
the preſence. of tbe. Lord, Ads 3049. 


and wmnmediately an 
che 


BM ””_DTITE_SS”_YSTTYTY PDT rTTYO'WT 


| 9) 

the preſenge:pfzGod (where « fulneſs of joy, and 

 ar:whoſe right hand there" are pleaſures fer ever- 
more) Al Relating Continc,Serisfaa 10n;'Vea, 

all:Happineſs doth arife from Him, as. Waters 

q do flow: from che Fountain, Light doth pro- 


24 from burning fire; ' to the things that' are nexc 
bel umo It. | 1 © Hl api” 
4 - And therefate we ſhouldnot ſo much;learn 

{for the generalbelief and apprehenſion:there- 
J of, is-already. ingraffed injo:the /Minds: of all 
q Mef): as.igradit 
this Life-and-Earth is the: 


ce where. we.mulſt 


we ſhaulth-obſerve. diligently, char when any. 
4 ching.in-the\S2rvice of. God, or 10. one Way: 


shenee;in nb avile retrain;'-negle, or omir it; 
becauſe ic.is not anly.,g-Lempration tochindes 
and keep: offi fronj che beſt; things, /bug alſo. 
| there is ſome inkſoomeſs andlabopr in they ye- 
fy-nature checeof; which! we, muſt reſolutely 
irizg againſt, and do it forall., There is the 


1-9. graatett. Qppttition.againit, and , Tempraci on 


or defift, or-be.igle chercip +; For-excepe we'bad 
chef tons! lingeted, 


*, 
+ 


&&ed from the Sun, or as 'Hear.doth iſſue forth 


to Heavenjſems harſh, unconth, or,.aukwardyj.  _ 
and we-.are-mych againlt ies; yet we; ſhould |, 


meer wich Labour and- Weatineſs : - Bug only. 

39d in;che- ſucceeding! State: and Hegven, there is _ - 
y-ro] an-utter exemption and. perfect treedorm from: 
theſe-3nd- the like evil: things. , From-henee: . - 


o 
YA 

» 

nd 


* 


% 

v 
4 

. | 


<0 8, 
gh ſarely we bac now returneds tha ſecond 
time, Gen."43: 104 And ſo'except: we had 
loitered. or ' been 'lothiul , fb rtweh. he 
have been done , :'as thae ſich is Thing hog Tha 
been performed or' finiſhed 'by this time, or 
long before. 'Now: the beſt 'of . Works is the 

. bringing forth,” and making known of divine 
Truths: For Satan hath the greateſt wrath, 
and ſheweth forth'the moſt letting againſt this. 
He- who/'now letteth , will let; until he be 
takervout of the way;' 2-Theſſ 2.19. For che 
Truth doth teach us/how we tmay'pleaſe God, 
and obtain his Favour: Ir doth {point and di- 
re& us certainly*in the ſeveral c Dy of rhis 
no: where and how-co 'walky''that-we | may 

be-all along it the -way*'to Heaven, without 
going aſe to the right: hand, 6»+ co the lefe. 
Ir is 


re&ions on it, which: tell'-us 'exaaly the'way 
form place to place, 'as' alſo whither ſuch'-a 
-road-or pres Ar alide leads 5" or like” a fure 
down-to'the 
— in-great 


ta bl : Lac b his we' Hen 
| Na Ng: *WE- eo and 'wonlkd be 5}Sairhis 
An or Ray of heavenly Lighe-dorh 'conduet 
erough” this "dark Vale andperplex- Wil- 


{ derneſs 


ke'a Pillar on: a;Road with-wrieteri Di- 


RR UP ea ge 


(9) 


 derneſs of this World, unto the heavenly: Ca- 


naan': And thine Ears ſhall hear @ word behind 
thee, ſaying, This us the way, walk ye in it, when 
ye turn aſide to the right hand, and when ye turg 
to the leſt, Tai. 30. 21, Which Word ſpeaks to 
the Heart that ir' receives and-conccives there- 
of, in'clear and' diftin&t Thoughts ; which a- 
gain” may. be ſpoken forth-y or wricten, $0 
that as God directeth ſuch a Saint, or Servant, 
inall his Ways, he may beable to diredt others 
which are in doubt.'and perplexicy, by the 
ſame. Word of '\Inftruction wherewirch-thenr 
ſelves are directed 'of God, -2'Cvr. 1..4. Agd. 
ſo by the ſame; Ward themſelves are. perſua- 
ded, they may perſuade'orhers, Coo 

AWe:ſhould-retire 'inward,: and: get within, 
and” give diligent attentive heed unto what 
God doth reveal. and make: known there 3:[ei- 
ther concerning his ' Law, which he would: 
have us to obey, or concerning his Will, which: - 
he would have us to:do;whart are our beft,crue;,: 
ſubſtantia},: and moſt ncatirs Thoughts, 
as they are abſtracted from Sin and Paffion; 
and ſeparated from theCloud of Ignorance. 
Now becauſe Thoughts are infinice,and Words 


, many, therefore 'we are not to write down, 


andpubliſh' forth every one that doth ariſe 
andproceed forth from the Heart and Tongue, 
but only fuch as are new {{/a;. 42. 5.) and; true, 
more than isclearly known already,or through» 

| | Iy 


'Y *- 


(10 ). 
ly-underſtood. And:this ſhould be: conſtant- 
Iy--oblerved in writing of :Books'3". for. if all 
was Printed «which Thoughts could imagine, 


or:Words diverſifie, I ſuppoſe that the whole 


World -would not 'containythe Books which 


ſhould be written z and they: would be. all: 


without 'Good or Benefit. --It:ſhould be a-con- 
ſtant Rule when we write: of:ppbliſh . concer- 
ning.any ſubject, 'not to :repeat: and infere a- 
gain/what hath been already. 12id.. And fo 
what new and pfeful Thoughts: do ariſe 'con- 
cerning this fature.and- endl 

are to be made known. /\But what doth make 
us-to-:ſhrug and be-afraid*chereat, is the vaſt 
importance of + the thing, it- being a deciſion: 


thety becauſe: wehare not: ſolived- as we-fhall 


wiſh: that we had done yea, and if it was-fo 


done; we ſhall again defire with unexpreflible> 


_afguiſh and. earneſtneſs,:that  we/:had. done 
betcer in che ſeveral Inſtances: - For we ſhall 
then perceive our. particular failings, wherein 
and-how we-came- ſhort of what-God required 
of us, and what we'mighe-bave'done. If - we 
have finned and done:evil, we ſhall, wiſh chat 
we had nevercome-forth into being... O what 
ſelf-indignation and bitrer reflection; will-these 
then be,it we were not: imploy'd,whilſtin-life, 
about what was. proper. for us-to have: done / 
And when things haye in ſome. GEEING 

ng 


- 
1.4% { 


els Life, a pin | 
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(mn) 
done” rightly, then alſo. will be. deſires that ie 
had: been better, and that - we.. had been 
more diligent; .and-:abounding-in the ſame; 
To appear before the. Great God, and-ro-fly 
outntoithe unkn@wn parts of the World 30 


| belaunched forth; into the: vaſt \Regions-.of 


Air 3: and-if._ cheycare-not. entred-into, yet ea 
have: a+ clearer and! nearer proſpe& of 'the 
higheſt Heavens and then co find that change 
and diverſity , on//it, felf in; all things, over 
what' i it was W thh *}0 3nothe: Body ; 5 All-this 
ſeemsfearful and*al a of wing.” Though I had 
all Knowledge and/al Faith, whereby I could 
remove. Mountains, which Now. intercepe and 
xderche fight: of Erernicy, -yet I We 
eli rhe AA Anas may- 
»*onceived and apprehended | as ic thall ba be 
chen known and ex perienced. -.Now the Soul 
is i POn;! am Cintholden: under. Ferters and 
Chains'of Fleft;bue when:the Angel of Deach 
knocks them off; cheniſhe breaks. forth. as Light 
ning our of a Cloud; and is altogether as quick 
in her motion.; ;This we. may: know-and' te 
aflured-of, by the quickneGs of Thoughe, and 
by Sight,” the principal Senſe. and Operation 
thergof:;” For-our Thoughts will run to and 
fro; from Eaſt'co Welt, from North co South, 


fafter than the.Sparks among che Stubble,even 


in-a-moment of Time.. - For ſo our Eyes -reach 
up-unto- __ at the firſt openiog the Lid 
there- 


be gat here up unto'the Father of Spirits. 


Barth, Rs ſhall" know: that ay L&4d 
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(12) 
thereof; 1o the” Spirit of -a'Man will, in the 
ewinkling of an eye, waſt itſelf chroughour the 
whole Univerſe: Befides the: quickneſs'of its 
morjon,. it is eminent” for jes renuity, whereby 
itwillpaſschrough che moſÞfirm Bodies Now 
the Soulis wrapt up in 4 bing Body, and ſeems 
to be lictle more'than; mdthing3”but then it will 
beexceedin fubcle-and. and then ic will 


- As aforeſaid; People will then perceive and 
rethettber, i 'rhat ic wouldabe infinicely better 
for them to'have' torie: exactly 

the Will ' of 'Goty thanves 
confuſion an ncoranry- 


hath not Tafd thus in vain, So when'the Re- 
ward is cobe/given, "and ſore are made up a- 
mong the Lord's Jewels ,*thon ney ret - 
«nd diſcert berween the righteous: atd' 
wicked, better him "that ferueth God,'4a 
rhat ſtrveth him not, Mal.'3.'17; 18; 
chis Generation, of Men ar Women iscarried a 
off fromthe Earch, as the'former already are, | 
and as we go off day by day  in® gar Ryeral th 
Perſons; then-we ſhall Teturft (that is, 'to- the] 1! 
pro- 


oF wp 
v% 
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(13) 
proper Underſtanding of 'Men) and diſcern 
that it-would be-better-,to have lived other- 
wiſe.: The.conſideration whereof will raiſe.in» 
dignation ahd wrath, tribulation' and: anguiſh 
inthe Soul-far baving done evil; becauſe there 
comes of it puniſhment, and: alſo lok of an'ex- 
ceeding and. eternal HappineG:- Towhat is 
doubr now-anddullapprehenfion, then-will be 
the-greateſt.cerginty\and-moſt lively i 
jo It "ow. peri renet y/ 


g of God,- ands Hh "Cturiſtian ſpiricua}- Liſe, 
is as-much beyond -thar' of Hleatliens and natu- 
mat Men, /as waking ist0-fieep.” And even'in 

ervir ig ve God there: are: /proportionable'-de- 
zreesp high do exceed:the ſervice of God, ac- 
nao ing to che cammon:ftanddrd and. fizeiof 


| the World;as real Action:is beyond: \Dreaming. 


But: then according co Trath, /and-asit is com- 
montoall. This Life, with all its-acivities;is as 
much leſs,and comes ſhort of the Ruth ifs 
85 fleeping'now is to: waking, or as'the abſolute 
death of the:-Body isto the breathing thereof in - 
ſleep; or-as-fire-ic ſelf doth exceed the'remore 
and diſtant heat thereof 5. or as the light ofiche 
 |Sun ſhining in its brightnefs,is mach morethan 


j|hedimlight of -a: Candle. And fo the buſi- 
neſs _ employment, withall che other chings 


per- 
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(14) 
pertaining to it, do proportionably as tnuch 
exceed the other.” And fo the Happineſs and 
Good:which God hath prepared for his Crea- 


cures,-and which -herwill inveſt them withal, 


doth yer-ſeven timesexceed the utmoſt appre- 
henfion-and thoughts'any one hath concerning 
it. As'we have beard, ſo have we'ſeen; Pal. 48. 8. 
(and yer-much more alrſy 

the Lord" of Hoſts, inthe City bf our God; God will 
eftabliſh it for ever. Selahi': Whereby is denoted 
a conrrariety and diverſity, tothe things here, 
which are bur” periſhing, and- do paſs away 1 
We have thought :of thy loving kindneſs, O Lord, 


' in the! midſ# of thy Temple, * verl. 9. Now this 


Temple: is the World; and accordingly *the 
Fews faſhioned their outward Temple made 
wich hands, according to the ſimilitade theres 
of; and the Earth is obſerved 'to be'placed/in 
the exat midſt of the World. So thatir is no 
forced conſtrution, but the very natural-mea- 
ning thereof, . Thar'in this ſhort'time we did 
live and inhabit here:on thisEarth, we thought 
of 'the loving kindneſs of God 3 'not ſo much 
what we were ſenlible of then, but chiefly what 
he did intend co do further: for his Cggacures. 
It is elſewhere written, Men's Hearts' failing 
theys for fear, and for looking after thoſe things 
which are coming on the Earth, Luke 21, 16; So 
it will be with them who have been ungodly 
and wicked ; but'to-the good and obedient, it 

is 


Yin the City of 


Ca? 
3s joyful' Hope, and comfortable'Expeatation, 
either to look after what things ate coming 
on the Earth, or: what. ſhall be ſhortly mani- 


| feſted before them. Day unrco Day uttereth 
Speech, and Night unto Night ſhewech Know- | 
ledge. As every day bringeth forth ſomerhing 


that -is. remarkable of - what is done here 
chroughout 'the-'World 5 There is ſomewhat 
more, 'or new, if notin its ſelf, yer in irs per- 


fon;'or if the'manner-atid-place of a&ting t So - 


the Servant of God, whois endued-with Faith 
and Knowledge; asevery dayhe makes nearer 
approaches ro the things unſeen, fo hes in ex- 
pecation of further knowledge and diſcove- 
ry of them-:*As- the Traveller upon every five 
or. fix miles advance, hath 2 new and freſh Ho- 
rizon opened unto him 5: ſo in the ſiceceflion of 
Days, - and Weeks, and' Months, and Years, 
we know' more ſpiritually (concerning - God, 
and alſo more clearly: and diftinaly concer- 
ning the other Life. Sometimes we are upon 
the Mountains, -and then in the Valleys; our 
Mind is-now pure, lifted up, and dwelling in 
Heaven 5 again it is caſt; down, and become 
altogether earthly and ſenſual. - Sometinies we' 
have clearneſs and brighrneſs of light,” then 
a cloudyday (fee Zech. 14.6.) now thereys a 
glimmering of morning and evening, and then 
again we are fallen into the darkneſs of night. 
Ic is ths: differently; with us throughout: the 
ſeveral tines of our Life, asto our apprehenſ1- 

B -, 
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on of things ſpiritual -and eternal. Sometimes 
we are clear, and then again cloudy : We are 
ſometimes in the twihght ; yea, we become 
more dark ,, and at ſome times are in utter 
darkneſsconcerning them. And this doth not 
ſo much depend upon ſer times and ſeaſons, 
but it happens thus diverſly with us as we com- 
mit fin; which makes God forſake and with- 


- draw his Communications from us. Again, 


when we walk before himin all ſobriety, obe- 
dience, and duty , as is well-pleafing in his 
ſight, then he doth afford the Communications 


© ,and Magifeſtations of himſelf co us, 


Lord, how wike thou manifeſt chy ſelf to us, [7 
and notto the World ? Bat there is certainly a | 5 


God doth commonly more ſhew and manifeſt 
himſelf intime of trouble, both to comfore and 
uphold the Spirits of his Creatures and Ser- i 


vants, and alſo to makeknown unto them howh;.. 


they ſhall be delivered. This doth ſeem a foo- 
liſh, ſtrange, and COngey kind of way, which 
eſpiſe, and even the, 


the worldly Man may 
experienced Soul will hardly believe it at firſt ;| 
ſo hidden are the ways and dealings of God,|[... 
even. of his preſent Diſpenſations rowards his|.... 
Creatures. But che future things are mbch(;,. 

moreſ- -' 


(17) 
more wrapt up'in a myſtery,” and within che 
'G | veil: Were we as'Ezekiel was-it the Viſions of 
© I Gad, or did we; like Srepben, Paul, and Foby, ſec 
T |rhe Heayensopened 3 And tbe Temple of God'wai 
opened in. Heaven, ' and there was ſeen in his Tem- 
5 | pleithe Ark of bis Teſtament. Rev. 11. 19. or ifthe 
h. Skreen of theſe outward viſible things was 
withdrawn ; ſo that'with the eyes of our Un- 

» }derſtanding being enlightened, we did clearly 
perceivethe inward and ſpiricual, Whar' are the ' 
moſt-great and: glorious Cities here on Earth; 
I |ro:that which is che Sides of the North, the City 
' phe great King, Plal. 48. 2. What are the 
.ingdoms and Courts ofthis World,in cotnpa- 
rifon of the greatneſs of God, and ts the innu- 
merablecompany of Angels that are about his 
hrone;-to the thouſand thouſands that'mini- | 
© fer to him, and tothe ten thouſand times ten 
[thouſand which ſtand before him'!" Ir is not fo 
I much as thoſe tiedle Flies and Inſeas, which 
q[Poveup and down, and' make a ſmall hum- 
n"Iming andnoiſc inthe Air'; for tho'now we are 
*T-I1f6 pent up within, and taken-up wich 'our Fel- 
OW Now-Creatures; that they are tous in a manner 
ack allin all: Yee did we with chat God-bke parc 
io iti'us (1 mean our Souls) aſcend up above, and 
ft land ger oue from among chem,and thence look 
24 (Own pon the Tnhabicancs of the Earch, as ſo 
his many fhort-liv'd Graſhoppers, then” we ſhould 
| Sleonceive of, and know them as they are in 
ch their true nature; For the beſt way ra know 


" 
wi th * de 


—_—— CO IIS i =”, 
; A s 


—_— - 
—_—_— — I args me + i I ms 


__ 4 NOTE 6 - Y 
em er ne nn OO COR Ee 
I —_ _ _ 


(18) 
any thing -as it qught.to.he known (by: which :|'T 
phraie.the' Apoſtle doth difference.it from that» ſor 
fit gegeral apprehepſionor-luperbicial out-fide]pe 
knowledge which theimultitude-cake up. with) le; 
is $0 'g@t:out:and ſeparate from amang our Bre-;|lo 


thren, and:to be as, abſtracted 7as:ever. we Caf! th 

from all ſenſible things. <4 56 
Anrd.theg we.ſbould wait. ſome! canbdetebl / 

tume,. before. the great and precious; Drurhiido | 


| come;in. It was uſual; wichthe.Prophecs, when: he 


they. were. confuled upomany, greatdifficiilty;: Is) 
or. when they-wers to give! a. Meflage:of their: 
own. accord, $0 the People, tobe mn aſtace.of ſh:ſpt 
lence;and retirement, with Prayer;and; Sir 
for. ſome. conſiderable:time before. . We 

that. the Wprd of the Lord came: to Exakith/a 
ter ſeven days, to Terewiah after.ten, | 
NE is. alſewhere ſaid, That it,comeZwneo bins ac 
GS many; days; Ando pur felveshave found, | 
thav when we thaye, been upop the ſearching Ig 
out, and (NAY tipa.of divine Truth, thanp® 
the ſtpreciops Truthsche news fic 
cltgiicoveries fy HI hings as. we have never} Jer 
thought, heard, or read of before, theydomoſtaci 
commpnly come. into.ourMind,.-afteritma oe[>14 
three . hours. attendance upon. Maiajon 0 
where. hath beenno-manner of. hinderance ar g 
int ruption to the,current af.,qur [Thoug 
by che interveningof other things, or; Ng na 
-— other Buſineſ;.. Ang.therefore we ſhould dojab 
well herein to beware of one Device of. parame 
we oa 


- (ag) 
Hh] That if-no anſwer comes piiefenthy from:God; 
at jor if we Yo :noerun on: clever}yiih the:things 
le)|pertdining tohis Kingdom, then he fuggeſts ro 
h)/ leave mn off, and nortowaitonitlit Largany: 
+ [lot error ry thusJol® the [t@ 


11: |the! Srlcwlidge fuchandſathiFruths: ar. ws 
;1-|nibg, the:-Law and JudgmenwotGod, which 
le fwnwld be beteer unto is than rhouſands of Gold and 
do Wewer;' Pal. : 239.724; Agra: to: bes. defrred* ats 
en: þhey than: Gold, yea, than muchf2 Gold; Pal. x9: 
ty4ifL0: : Recekue 'ry. Tyſtrnttion, and: net Silver; and 
eir:|Kn0w ledge rather than cboice Gold's: for WW [dons 
"ſt are than Rubies; and all. the things that \nay1be 
SI wed, are not to be compared vo'ity Prov. 6. 10;e. 
Thabtol Ghoſtkere mak SR 
=preference.initheſe. three. verabplaces; ad 
# heknows what is in Man;whathe i is:inclihable 
as [edpron unto 3+ hereby -hegives us tounders 
nd, land, That\People by ſeeking after,and: by Be- 
ing gwholly: rakemn yp with the -oueward-things 
haepEchiwLitez (which. are all had by: Money)-:da 
2w-Reglect che Knowledgetfof God; and the: LJn- 
verh jerſtending af his Tenth, whieh:he doth here 
zofthacitly-difluade'them- from. book 2:11 55! 
_ an ro where: affy man; 35): .gilted and. bred 
or the Work of the Miniſtry;:9rfor the being» 
g out, -andmaking known;afirhe Truths ob 
ts Pod unto the World, there all outward:things 
ingertaining'to-Life,, or even for, the chargg/entl 
1.dokbour.ot- publiſhing..chis. Truch,.. ſhould: BE 
tanhronght ready: ieathis hand, thac be ſhould get 
[hat - 3 __ mif- 


| £20.) 

 miſemploy the leaſt portion of his time from| 1 
the+-orher holy-and-:more excellent Work;: in| 0 
ſeeking out {| and looking/ after theſe 'lefler 


: Dhis:5s : fignified:; by the. original ap+ 
ment of Tithes, 'to reap:where they did] © 
not ;fow; 'nor beftow:rhe leait:.bodily-labour 3|- 
but the 'Fenth' was'ſet out for themr ready, for] & 
their immediate: ſe and "receiving : | Amd| a 
alſo:by that ſaying'idf our $aviopr Chriſt uno] fi 
his Diſciples - Other Afenlaboured,\ and ye are cen] 


thin 
pO1 


Fred imo thiir Labours John 4. 38. This Dodrine| c: 


(which we preach not for-our ſelves, but as-iq et 
s the-Commanidment -and Will-of GodyY:i i 
clearly delivered'by that Prophet, who 'chery L 
faw:and ſpeak&of-'the : Goſpel-times, tho'hq th 
lived-uridertheLaw 5 4hd' frangers ſpall fland tc 
pri feed your flocks; nd the ſore of the alien furl] 'D 
be your plow mew imd vine dreſſert; but ye ſall»v4 of 
called the prieſts of the Lord; niewftialt call yourrb in 
miniſters of our God,yIai. 6x .5,6:;: Others ſhould an 
provide them Meat and' Raiment (coritainedth 
m the Word Fleck, Bread fignified by Phy un 
me, and Drink expreſſed; by Vine-drifſirs\ in hi: 
which all the food -and'i nouriſhment: of'-ouþ fo, 
Life principally:confiſts: Which/ others-arerq of 
geriready forthem, whilft they, do only offega't 
up Prayers unto-God (for the Prieſts .of olJon 
tine:did offer Sacrifice) and ate-wholly! emſtai 
ploy'd'in the miniſtration of | his” Word and m: 
Truth.” -It is not ' reaſon-that we ſhould teawe'rh{ fo 
Wird of God, and ſerve-Tobles;Atts 6:2: Ix iy/nof m1 

reaf . 


C21) 
on. | rezfon that-we ſhould negle& what is alike re- 
: | quifite to come unto eternal:Life;: to ſerve the 
ffer| mean neceſlities of this; cho*the hardſhip of the 
api] World doth force us te-mhiſemploy: much of 
did] our precious eimethis way; os 
ur'z|- 1 have been often troubled and concerned 
for] that I ſhould. beſocumbred abour manychings' 
nd and perhaps aboue ſomethings which were be 
tol fides the proper”End and Work I was {ent-into 


rb in the _— ( which. mighe be of inſtruction 


zuld and edification tor longer ime , and even for 
ned the Generations to come; 'which do alſo-more 
laimmediately reſpet' the Chaiteh- of God, - and 
Fi ir his ele& Servants ) pans yk. 
-ou{ forth and publiſhed, inftead-of a tefler marcter 
&rd ofa National Revolution, whictywwas done 'by 
offef a' few thereof. And tho? their etetnal-Salvati- 
old on was concerned herein (thatbeing co be'ob- 
em|tain'd no other way'than by keeping the-Com- 
ang mandments of God'; yet it was not altogether. 
eſo+much relating to the great and common 
;nof multicude, whoſe Souls are -as highly efteerr'd 
reaf . B 4 of 


C:22 ) 
of Goh, as the. RO the rich-and- mighty] 1 
" People.) Andithen:for-my: laying of divine| x 
. 'Fruths before thera, theylaid:pexiecurion up-ſ < 
on. our: Loins:;-\wbiek cauſed- diſturbance, .off a 
Mind, and loſs of our-precipus; Time: Hereby| + 
L cams taJoſe.thaglovely Aweand Dread, and] t 
that, ſweet-Senceiofi:Goid,:; whish tid formerly} g 
dwelland abide uporimy;Souladd Spirit.O thac £ 
Iwere-asin the days of my-youth; 2 the:Se-j 
cree-of -God-was upan my Tabernacle! -Here-ſ y 
by aHo E became inſeafible and unbelievi ogil-as| £ 
fo theanvidble and facure things'af God,which| 6 
heretofore.my: Hear was always full with-che| / 
expectation of,{;I wha have: heard Words of | a 
Gog;:and knewhths:Knowledgeiof the. Maſy | 
Toths Pho. mana lookang, ales noun 


F100 tales icomeiover $oe 
Ungertandi d Lbecatne as —_— 
ungadly Pedple-u/dn the, multitude; hurry,and 

confignemeritofshe ity, :L have nar. hadchoſe 
pufoenlighwingsgnds r Communications 


ery cand unde y.Fathers.Roaf'z and. I haye 
Gretbineodng that Layightxecover-and 
:eturn to that ſtare agein,and-got ſpend my lite] li 
upamons thing only;which js licele mare than af C 
cont bringing forth unte{trpuble-Buc as I| by 
$04 day.byiday approach neargtantinearer unto] ar 
F bis 4uture Life and lon"es y510 whathgr:l p) 

ceph - 


nty 
inc| -may_ be alwayy4hergupon,/and:;be more lively 
up- cancerning \r,,artd I may besſ{bill reaching forth 
off afrerit. Looking for, and haſting:wito the' ooniny 

) 


yetmore ſure: 4, 7 TY is (Sin 
'\ The-Life-which I-now/live;'isby faich in-the 
-| Son, of God; and ſo when, God and. Chriſt do 
a& alcogether in us;, and.our, whole Buſineſs is 
to pleaſeand:approve our ſelves.unto.them, Re- 
ligion .and queitutuge being 3s all in. alt of our. 
fa] Concern, and-all ouri Works and , Doings are 
as-I] brought ;in ſubordination under that ;: theniwe 
neo] are;gervants-of .Gadz and- Chriſtians indeed, 
er-I] Tho I have known ſuch ater the fleſh, yer 
r hence- 


20d] unto our ſelves j and endeavouring ro make--t 


(24) 


henceforth I know them no more; nor'yet| 


will 1 walk aftet:the mailger of the fleſh, - nor 
after the manner of che world, nor yet after 'the 
way of childhood, youth, vanity, or jeſting. 
We ſhould renounce the things that: favour of 
men, / nor make -mention of them-within our 
Lips. The Holy Ghoft ſaiehy bythe: mouth of 
Alicab, Ariſe ye, and depart"; for" this is not jour 
reft, becauſe it u polluted, chap. 2.' to. This expref| 


fionis in alluſion CG + who after they 
have fed one place well ard'throughly with 
their Flocks, and their feet have trodden, ſpot 
Jed, or madethe” Paſtures to ſmell, chen they 
remove to a freſh place/and grotind :: Soafter 
we have throughlydone the Buſineſs of Life 
Juch a thing, 'weſhould not ſtill ſtick» in-thar, 


bur preſs laſer to: the higher-and greacer 
Concern. 7b ſhepherds with their flocks ſhall tome 
gnto ber; they ſhall pitch their ' tents » ag oinſt ber, 
vound' about , they ſhall feed every one "ins bis place, 
Jer-6.3- And whenchey have fodone for ſome 
time, they take up, and remove to another? It 
is ſaid inthe following Verſe, 7 unto as, for the 
day goeth away, for#he ſhadows of the evening are 
Fretched out. If we have notdone our task, nor 


the work appointed for ts whilſt-we were here| 


on this Earch, our Maſter in Heaven will call 
vstoan account. Doth the plowman plow all day 
20 ſow, Iſai. 28. 24. This would be too laborious 
and tircfome; for'when tbeday is far ſpent,-as 


towardsrwo or three of the clock, he looks up 
| to 
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(25) 
tothe Winter-Sun, and concludes it is time to 
draw'off, Our Godjhereby-doth inſtru us to 
diſcretion; and: teach us, that when a: great 
deal of our life is fpenr, and:the day of immor« 
eality-is'at had, then let .us make che three a-- 
fore-cited Inferences, Ariſe:und depart, for thes i 
»or your / reſtiv Which in the language of the 
Goſpel, chat brings Immorraliry tolight, ſpeaks 
on this wiſe t The Bridegroom # at bond, po forth 
Fo meer bim. Tho'-future life and immorcaliey is 
_—— enough upon us, yet we ſhould run 
out" before to prevent,meer,and.ancicipate je. I 
Want Words eo expreſs ic according:to the rery 
teating,purport,and requiring of the thing. Ag 
-the Soul is juſt breaking forgſy out of this Shell 
ofthe Body,” ito endleſs life the Babe ſhould 
teapiirthe Womb, and move-it Þlfbetore, yea, 
and lift and aſcend irs ſelf-up, defiring/ to" be 
there: And as the Plawmati draws off ar fach 
2 time of day, we ſhould'draw off our De- 
fires, not onlyFrom the fin and evil ( for we 
ſhonld be perfectly liſtle& and-dead as to them) 
but our defires ſhould hedrawnoff ucerly even 
from the lawful , necefiary, and indifferent 
things of this World; We ſhould be as if. we, 


_ fed chem net, temperate in all things, and gec 


above them. ”- 
- The reafot) of the different atings of Men, 
isa&cording to the diverſity of the knowledge 
that is in them 4 as our Saviour anſwer'd him, 
who asked a good: thing, and was' doubtful 


whes 


——_— 
: '; 


( 26 Y 
wizther he ſhouldraceive.it ormnoty: Accordpug fb: 
ta thy Faith, fo be:it- unto tb: $0 25to many fy þy 
turexthings:we ard; doubtiuh: in: the; dark, 0s ho 
blind-as rtowatds:them; yetas to the attainment Eu, 
of shem,-all Men act according;as.their. know: 
ledge is: But withdome-ic. isimagination orfil- ki 
(ood, when:.others/ido.apprehend the. thing exe bo 
actly, as it. is, and :agcording;t6:truth. i-Eangh tha 
Man «doth .accoxding:+te:-fucky a number of 
thoughts within nach, Here:again.che. Rule fo 
with fom#isto daaccording/as-theanoft do,and fad 
to walk-accarding to.che courlg;et this: World; 
tobe ghidedbyr:the;Sayingsand Opinions;of 


elte ;Pedple}; andy; wha ariſes. co: himſclk.oin t 


His-inexc and- up (t;;thoug 1 
niake'thei-Wort} o&GGetb their: tet; and. Gonſtans 
Rule,: and-alis zthey.ar:1:d by. che dileng;/a 

inwacd:Dictates afthe Spirit, 15-1515 1 bo: 
Now indeedalb thadays ofa: Man's life herg 
o.Earth do pals. away likes ſhadow ;.and fo 
:risa$it0 che good arjevil;- thecpahreniency.on 
inconveniency, the;comfort,on,irklomncls. of 
them ;- both is butdicle, cand-inloon paileth az 
way. zi:{Bur | then at} lafſt..conmes: the; Judgi 
ment. of, .God!,. and diltribyzion .is. made. zh 
everyone of. reward or puniſhmgnt.,. accards 
ing:o the deeds done in the Body, whether 
goad ot evil, trucor-talſe:; And; therefore It is 


#4 L 


5&8 Ts CT mg 


As W 


_ migitily incumbent ;upon us-to ſee well.te it; [an 
becauſe that, every; word-and atien dath camp |W 


intozeckoning :,For according;:to the. deeds 
ww | done 


>; B 


(C©27)) 
vg flbne in the Body, iid | will! God-'retompence? 
{ts byd: ſo- ſhall we:receiwes-..and:[therefore: tbibe- 
oves us to:ktiow-and conſider before}! imwhat 
>vep we taken hand, : ori-whatever-: owr hand: 
1ds:us todo, how. this willwpaſs: inthe: future 
e&amination anditrial, and Whether itwillceng. 
oionr:benefit:agloſsac.that day; Whatever thy: 
and finds the&Ro Jozremember the end; and; 
houwilt never do;amiſfs; keep the; Jutgmenc: 
of God always in:thineceye,and thou wilt naver; 
a&ithuchaftrayoaAng: foitcomes:to paſythat: 
rhi&r6 {one dogodd, and others doceyilidfame: 
of ſhebiave themſclves;rightly-in; ſuch armarter, and 
a [others behave:themiclves! wrong, It! happens- 
his according citb/.ther difflent meaſure of 


| Tkaawiedgo which they haves -Morgover, that 


ne Hear hewithout knowledge} itis notigand. 
'Fhis +knowledps! is :branchedj.jorth- intow the 
thipgsithar/havgibeen;; the things that areg/and 
thethings tharſhallibe; how. God, deale» with 
bis-People andCientures which wera:beior we 
weis born;: ;and;,who ,areigone oft -:from. the 
Fazth-before vs; thow ie! is between God, and 
then, who 4re/torialittlewhile breathing here. 
But more cipecially the.carngſt.expecarien | af 
& [the Creature thould:: be \forwazd,.; atrec,choſe 
er [oreat and. good; things he: will do, after this 

Fardeisdifiole'd, and: alter the new;' eternal, 
t; land. irrevertible-ſtare of things 'is brought in. 
8 |When. he tharfor abogt- 6008. years has been 
a turning Man to deſtrution,.doth lay again, 


__ Return 


alteration to a witneſs (as weU 


Mo (28) 


Return ye Children of Men; PRal. go. 3. The wſt 6 


is aid in the tingls number, becauſe now they jo 
die feverally in their individual Perſons 'one (1 
afcer another. Batthe reſurre&ion will be in ſh 
che plural,for they will be all rais'd, and brought jÞe 

p together ar onc#; This willbe a change and [Þi 
aſe this Phraſe in [B 


common proverbiat peaking) When mortality |Þ) 
ſhall be ſwallow'd up of life, when this corru- {a 
ptioh ſhall pur! on incorruption, never more Ot 

to {ſee ' or turn again unto corruption. This 
natural Body ſhall be raiſed up a ſpiritual Bo-of 
dy > We have not now. thoughts to conceive; 1 
nor words to expreſs how or' after what: man- [*\ 
ner the whole alteration will'be-; ic tnakesus 385 
fear and ſhrug ac che lively and through appre-J* 
henfion'thereof. | Now we know what weare, |S 
bue whae we ſhall be afcer theſe-Bones'are tur- | 
nediintodry Bones, and after they ſhall live'a-[O 
gain, OLord, thou knowet 3"and-alſo how'itþÞÞ 
will be wich us,when-we ſhaltb@caughe up into [Re 
the Air, there ever for to remain wich the Lord: (© 
Now becauſe we' hope, deſire; and would hi 
have <hebeſt things, whereof hoth the good and Þ© 
evil arein chehands and diſpolaltiof God; thete- [© 
fore 6ur way isto pleaſe him, and +o ger his fa- Pr 
vour. Therhings which-we'do if'6rder ro God; 
that is call'd Religion, andir is ether worthipor 9 
obedience. Theſe ewo fibjeds, 'wis. Some 
Thoughts of the Life to come,and of the State of Re-F;© 
ligion as it is new 'in the World, atefirly ar 07 
# gether, 


(29) 
rſt [gether, becauſe one of them is in order to the 
by fother.: For the end of every Man's Religion 
"ne (if he doth underſtand and practiſe icaright)js 
-in {that he may pleaſe God, and that himſelt may 
he jbe faved. Seeing that ic is made known unta 
nd him, {both from his own Soul, and from the 
> in {Book of the Lord, and alſo from what he hears: 
ity [by the hearing @f the Ear) and he believes the 
ra- flame that he muſt live for ever, he cannor-do 
re fotherwiſe than defire to be happy for ever; | 
| This puts Mankind -upon their ſeveral ways 

Bo- (of pleafing and finding acceptance with Al 
fe; [mighty God; and they go on accorging to theie 
an- own, fjeveral Opinions, Perſuaſions, and Cons 
Ls (Sfegations. Wha they do heggin,is the hearing 
he EWords, on'the offering up of Prayers unto 
Ire, God. ;F is the Opinion of the Papiſts, thac the ' 
ar. Work done, and the bare: outward uſe of the 
;\a-(Ordinances,doth conferr Grace, and is accept- 
#ijt-(pble unco God: Others again of the Reformed 
to (Religion, do believe tharc this doth depend up- 
jon uponthe right intention and good heart of 
ag the Worſhipper ; which is ſo in very crutch, and 
ad Þccording to the DotFrine of the holy Scriptures. 
4. (Bur ſtill there is a tindure and relick of this 
fa:{Kind of Popery remaining ac this day among 
6d; Fe Proceſtants 3 for they think that they have 
; or H0nC'a grear deal.in order to God, by having 
me<pt bis Ordinances, and becauſe they were 
Re- Eontinually before himy P/al;+50. 7. and they 
to- id not omit them at any crime, Indeed it was 
well 


welldons herein; adds »&oficontitucddy-l 1 
&y-'and- obedience *unto'-Gork; (for as' on; theft 
other:ſide it isx lign ofopen ungodlineſs andire- t 
bellioh, when theyirefufſerotread' God's Courts, Ji 
fo here itis 'a token of profes 'g:and-viſible ſab-|t 
jeation unto God; wher they de«diligently and[o 
conftantly Neophis Ordinanges; .and Never o-|t 
mit them at any time. A 4 nes” 4 9 
My elf have reaſon. to pray: earneſtly w untof | 
God;'chat he wilt-not 'reprove:me-becauſe'ni 
Saerifices and /Burnc-Ofterings. have nor bee: n 
continually'before him ; 'I haveibeen;-torced; tofC 
| ick Worthip for- many Lord'q 
Days ſucceſliveljyleſt the SonsdP Violent ir myþ: l 
Perſecurors,' whi-are. many: inoumber;;if the x tt 
hale:me again untg-Prilon/!:> And 10. Becatiie Wo 
' have northe B&nefivof them my (elf#' ſhall Sgafo 
about'in any:wij{e: ro depreciate: or leflen fro 
- thatuſt:vatue-and-i real goodneſs: which ariſe 
fromithem?: 'God:torbid. +Fhere hath: beerriri , 
deedthac tincture of Man's infirmity, who hav« b 
calculared Religion according to thei: own « 
circumſtances and conditions as co ſpeak:ſ@meþÞ 
whatymore favourably.'ot che omiftion. of tha 
duty;-which: theme ve did-not - altogether -ſiſie ; 
much pracice!as again more-excuſably: ot thaÞl: 
fi which themſelves were addicted and-giverha 
- unto, Phiis fat hach Parcialiry/blindgdithemPe 
who herein have! took ,part:withi theif own 
Errours. and Gonuprigp.'.. But amidſt all: chil mn 
| weaknels and faalr of Man, the Word of GGoqui 
1 


(31) 

du-fs very pure; which doth not vary from her'origi-! 
ehejnal puricy, by any thing that Men would door 
Fre-Jby. what-they would faſten uponic from their own' 
its, imaginations. To hide our fin as Adam, or to juſti- 
ſub-ſfie or extenuate it, doth make-icyer worſe and 
and{more provoking-in the ſight of God; for it is bet- 
2r0-jter to lay our hands upon our mouth, and to hold 

dur peace, and to fubmit unto the mercy and-up- 
mtoſright dealing of the Lord.. Let my congue cleave to 
-myſthe roofof my mouth, if I prefer ſecret commu- 
YeenJnion wich God, before-the worſhip of him in the 
4 coſCongregations of his People ; or (as the manner 
xd got fome is) to relinquiſh chem wholly in order co - 
imyEnjoy; as they ſay, more private and inward com- 
oakdmunion with cheir God, for his-publick Worſhip 
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fe or his own holy Day, dorh take-up but three os 
Hgo put hours of the Week, and the reſidue of their 
rongime they might allot for that. When both may 
rifetand conliſtene, and be uſed ſucceflively one 
1-iriÞvith another, there is no need for one to-joſtle oc 
havgbruſt ont 'the.. other : And. Tee my hand like 
ownlf eroboam's wither, if I ſhould.go abour to lay hold 
bmeÞþn, or hinder che crue - Goſpel-Prieſthogd in-+the 
*rhaniniſtracion of their Office in the: Temple : For - 
er {ge muſt be. in ſome place, and it is better, in ſach a . 
'thaÞþlace which is ſee a-part wholly for-vhis, and for 
fivero other uſe : And.let my - crongue never hold a 
hemPen.more, if I ſhould in the'leaſt perſnade,or in- 
owimace-unto Peaple to negled the: aſlgmbliog of 
|-chifhemſelves cogecher. - My. caſe is now fomewhac 
'Goqtkethat of Dawid, when he was hunted up and "_— 
1 e's ike 


a CE I OI _ : 


by unto-me, Where « thy God ? When I remember theſe | , 
rl 
d 


- that he met. with God-; as God himſelf doth EX- 


| the Spirit, chat Vmay-tain.to.che People of a pure 


 knoWledg&and nnde 


(32) 
like 6 Partridge in the mountains. 45 the bart panteth |, 
after the water- brooks, (0 panteth my foul after thee, 

O Gd. My ſont chirfteth for Nod, for the living Ged ; |, 
when ſhall I come to appear before God ! Mytears have l 
been my meat day and night, while they ſay continaal- f 
cbings, I pour ont my ſoul in me; far. 1 had gone with 
the multitude ; I went with them to the hfuſe'of God, 
with the woite of joy and praiſe,with the multitude that 

Doly-day, Plal. 42. 1,2, 3, 4+ Then he remem- h 
bred and call'd roimind what fetreſhings himſelf}. 
formerly had m'the Aſſemblies; and: chere it was; 


" 


Jn 


preſs it elſewhere, : inting the manner of. 
Worſhip, he faith to chis purcoſe: Andi there: Tap 
meet with thee,and commune with Fun ak, 
like manner my Soul doth pantand eh ary 
ly, that 1 being once faved and delivered from? 
mine Enemies,and from the hands of alt that hate 
me, might ſerve him withour fear, in rigbreouſneſil 
and holiweſs before him allthe days of ekak 1.74; 
PRAIy I deſire to:bve, < mayumongft 
hip God,according to the mind'of 


i; 
%0 
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language,and we mayall ferve the Lord wich'on 
Conſent. And tho* there isleft iniche adit of uſ | 
xt this day an afflicted and'poor People, yet the) yi 
havenot that full mvsſqre'and higher degrees- of Jac 
Randing, which were to-by 
wiſh'd for, and defifed 3 nor yer do rhey cruſt in, 
the name ofthe Lord/” wy People; or as _ : FP 
 felveſ:; 


(33) 
tb | felvesdid of old time. Where are the People now 
upon Earth, who areas diligetit and zealous in all. 
the parts and ſeaſons of the Service of God 3 who' 
© 1do abgond in good Works, and' are bold, not 
[fearing the faceof Man; as'they were in former 
eſe days : Or" ſuch as thoſe we 45 ye in the A#s of 
#2 }:he Apoſtles, or in the - three, ft Centuries imme- 
od, iately after thoſe days." 'Look down from Heaven, 
any md bebold from the habitation of thy Holineſs and of 
Caf by Glory i Where's thy zeal and thy ffrength, and the 
- Younarmg "of thy bowels, and thy mergies towards ws 2 
Farl e they refthhimd ? 1f2.83.'x5. The Prophet here- 
eXhy fees to'inpert as ff God had turned his face- 
HL other way*and doth not now Behold theInha- 
; "Dita es 6fh#Earth - and thereupon tte prays un- 
elt-h- 


£8 
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4 -icles of 'the Diving Nature 
I 0 . 4 $4" 

Jift, and every perfect gift comet from, 
d Oi >6fr the right improvement 'and' good uſe of 
PU Foſe Seeds and PrinciplesoFGbodneEs, God piy 
07 Þ more. Bae by that'kind'ofTpeech 
0! Uhention'd, and 


©Aying of others,” 7 


KEY) 5A 
* bitantsof che Earth are corrupt, or when they are 
| . univerſally given toſuch a fin (whatever it be, as 

!' it isnow one,and then another, according as the 
courſe and faſhion of this Warld doth : turn and. 
lead unto) or to ſuch 'a thing which is beſides, or 
otherwiſe than .the- Law of God is. When they 
know not, nor. will they underſtand, they walk on in 
darkneſs , all-the, foundations of the Earth are out of 
courſe, Plal. 82. 5. Like as it was ſoon. after:the 
Creation: And God {aw that the wickedneſs of man 
was great on the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of bus heart 1.95 only evil continual: it 
Fepented theLord that be had made ny upon earch, 
and ut grieved him at bis heart. And God Jooked upor 
the Earth, and behold it Was. corrupt 5 for all fleſh: FP 
corrupted his way upon the Earth, Gen. 6, 5, 6.:So'it 
is atthis day. When he ſees them in ſuch ſtate 
heleavesthem to themſelves 3 they willnot come 
out of it, nor learn and receive more knowledge 
And ſoit comes to paſs that God doth not Gwel 
amongſt chem :. For:ye are not my people, and Iwil 
not be your God, Hol.479. i * 4 

He isnot flack or backward,as ſome Men co 


HDackneſs or backwardne 

- conveying his goodneb&uny 

not qualitied for che recglving 

8 that bear the Vellelyoft 
1t 15 thathe doth not por 


with ever 
gg + 


Man 3 heþives toecach a ſtock or talent, 'and to 4 


prove that very lictle. The truth of all this is evi- ! 


from.11 and the utmoſt which God makes known un- 


” ftrength to perform. Ir is agreeable wich the me- 


him that hath, ſhall be given ; and from hin chat 
hach not, ſhall be taken. awayeven what heſeemeth 
to have ; that js, he ſhall have yer lefs; for there |. 
muſt be fomewhat,or elſe that could-nor be taken - 
away 3 and then that is raken away from him that ||: 
hath not ; chat is'ro ſay,chat little which before he : - 
had, "There is Jome-lictle left remaining to prove  ! 
and try him ftill, whether he will abuſe or im- | 


dent byexperience.z for there is none fo very un- |: 
godly and wicked, but there are in them ſome 
mall ſparks or ſeeds of Goodneſs, ſome principles 
of Righteouſneſs and Truth do remain in them. | | 


Tho? with many all this isin a veryimperfedt man- 
ner; yet they have alſo ſome general Principles of \/ 


God, and ofthe things percainingto his Kingdom, | 


and of future life and- immortality. By this little 
4 God doth'prove them whether they will keep his 
| Commandments, or not 3./and whether they will 


underſtand and feek after God-7(P/ſal. 14.2.) and 


{ follow on to know the Lord:*By that tincture and 


conception, and ſmall:knawledge they have of _ 


j him-already, if they didonge*begin'to do eicher, 


then he would give them'thore-grace'and know- 


Tedge. :S6.ivis withthe indifferent middle-ſize of 


People; yea; and with the beſt ſortbf Chriftiansac 
this day; '- God is before-hand with all of them ; 
for even they do fiot live up, nor act according to 
eo, and requires of them; and alſo gives them 


GC 3 thod 


OI | 
*hod and wiſdom of Gd to do nothing which 3s 
uperfluaus, 'or more.than needs'muſt ; nor yet is 
he wanting/in what means are abſolutely-neceſ- 
ſary : Iwillcry untoGod the moſt High, unto God that 
performeth all things for we, Plal. 57. 2. Whith he 
doth by little and: lictle, and by unexpeQed ways. 
He ſees where hisown, People (far there is a faglc 
and defe& inthem, even-in them) ..do not obey 
thoſe ſecret motions of the Spiritwhich he doth 
already inſtill into them, and there he-ceales to 
infuſe further motions, becauſe the former were 


asevery opportunity is to be had ; for By andy 
cep- 


h 


( 37.) 
keeping them within,. and folding up theſe TJa- 
lents in a Napkin, they ſerve as nothing ; 'the 
grow liſtleſs, and ſubject ro decay and periſh,” As 
they ſaid in 4#519.2. We bave not ſo much as beard © 
whether there be, any Holy Ghoſt ; {o it is with'm 2M 


-| Men and Women. at this day : They do not 


much as know and perceive whether there be any 
ſuch ching as motions and workings of the Holy 
Spirit, albeit God hah ſhewed irunto them, by 
having put ſome meaſure of the Spirit in them. _ - 
. For there is a reſidue of the Spirir, 22a/. 2, 15, 

and a meaſure of the Spirit, John 3. 34. and chere 
15 a taking off of ſome of the Spiric, and a giving 


-| ordividing of it unto others, Numb, 11, 25. For 


all theſe worketh that one and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, di- 
viding to every Man ſeverally as he will,x Cor.12.11, 
Thus it is, that where God doth pur his Holy Spi- 
rit in Man and Woman, there a none that ſtirretb 
up bimſelf to take hold of thee, Uai. 64, 7. They do 
not ſtir up and acuate the Spirit-thar is in them. 
What Advice Pau/gives unto Timothy, Neglect net 
the Gift that u in thee, 4 Titm. 4. 14. Wherefore I put 
thee in remembrance, that Fhou ſtir up the Gift of God 
which u in thee, by the putting on of my hands, 2 Tim, 
I, 6. is proper and. negellary to every Chriſtian 
Soul ; that they do not negle& any, but ſtir up all 


#7} the Gifts and Graces which are in chem: For want 


of which (as it is a general failure amongſt all 
| Profeflions and forts, however they are diſtinguj- 
ſhed or named) ir comes to pals that there are no 
ſach Chriſtians now among us, as was in the 


days of the Apoſtles, and in the primitive Times. 
; C 


Where 


- es 
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V2. nd 
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©” Where is now that fervent burning zeal for Godſc 
a"; I 


out exception, or preferring of one thing beforg 


-;: Unto their Fellow-Chriſtians, tho' they were for: ſe 
'*..:bidden fo to do'by their Perſecurors. Where js 
 now'tgSe- ſeen that felling of Lands and Poſſei- Fc 


(38) 


Chriſt, and for all the Commandments with- 


bis Worſbip ? Where isthat lively Faith 1n God, 
with that willing ſabjeQion of themſelves tothe 
Crob, Perſecutiog, Suffering, and Trouble for thefſi: 
Word and Truth's fake ? Where are thoſe now-ffi 
a-days that are not afraid of the face of Men, andfja 
of the blaſt of the terrible ones, which with'them Jle 
+Of old Time was as « torm againſt the Wall, Tai. 25.Þt 
4. making no impreſſion; much leſs cauſing them Jo 
to yold ; for they did remain unſhaken,and ftood ir 
their ground ftill. Or. who is there:now* that 
doth nor regard the Perſons'of Men ?. Or if they 
do refrain from giving flattering: Titles, yet do 
they not ſecretly accept Perfons? By which Ad- 
verb Secretly, the Holy Ghoft doth find them 
out. Who doth now come up: to that ubteigned 
Love ofthe Brethren, fo-as ro 1-ve one another with fr. 
a pure heart fervently ? Where is now that found- F(: 
ing of the Bowels,and that moſt :carneſt ſenſible 
Compaſſion one” to, another 'which we read they JC 
then had? Where Faria ing down their TivesZ 
f6r-theBrethren,and the flowing chem to Priſons 
and to-Death ? They did formerly miniſter relief 


P 

another? Where is that diligence and' conſtancy ina 
A 

Oo 


T 


ſions; to'd:;/fribute to'egtery Man according as.. be has 
need; as was in AFs 4.34, 35- What 'is now be- þ 
| come | 
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36d come of that plentiful Alms giving, and abundant 
1th-Jliberalicy, which was fhewed forth in thoſe firſtand 
tore pureſt Ages? Is nor that plainneſs and ſimpliciry, 
3 inand godly fincerity (which was then in the hearts 
30d, Jand practices of all the fairhfa]) almoſt. now gone 
thejoft from the Earth; but only here and there ſome 
the imperfect footſteps thereofare to be izen in a very 
ow- ffew # Is thatgood Zeal of the ancient Fews now 
andfany where-to-be foiind, who would: hazard and 
1emfloſe their Lives, rather-rthan they 'would ſuffer Sta- 
.2 5. eues to be ſet up before the Garesof 'the Temple, 
em for eat. Swines fleſh? And the like: Zeal ſhould be 
ood Jindefigitely-ſhewed forth for all rhe Command- 
thatlments of God; and forall che poficive Duties of 
hey the Goſpel, withour confining or limiting of it 
 dofjto-one:thinfmore chan another. But riow ifany. - 
Ad-ſching is done againlt any. of the Commandments 
1emfjof-the Lord, concerning.things which ſhould nor: 
nedibe done (ſe Lewit. 4. 22), 27.) there is an indiffe- 
vithrency and unconcernegneſs;.- Some could wiſh 
nd- (bur it will never' be-done wich wiſhing) char 
ble lchings were right, and” according to-che:Law of 
hey IGog, Ezr4 10. 3.there is theutmolt pitch of their 
ives|[Zeal. Tho God hath given chem knowledgeand 
ons ability. for doctrine, tor reprogt; for correttion, for 
Jief inſtruction in righreoufnels; they would have God + 
for: excuſe chemnow,and-pardan them hereafter, if - 
e js|they neglect this:giitin then” If preſent intereſt, 
ef: For any dodrine or opinion, whichis eſpouſed and 
bas kpecubiar 5 ic-perhaps giving denominationto futh 
be- ſa Set or Party; sany wile Concerned, here they 
"me | will 
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. © andcthey arenor, nar yer will they be kepr with- 
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will exert 'their Zeal, Knowledge, and Induſtry :Þ> 
But ehey will notinlike manner contend earneſt: 
1y forthe weightier matters'of the Law, as Fude{* 
ment, Mercy, Faith, and Obedience to'all the Come-|| \ 
mandments of God; every:one of which is to be 
obſervedtowards, and by every Creature, - with- 
out exception or reſpect of Perſons. - © 
They ſay, - Theſe things are ſufficiently known 
already :- But'are they practiſed andidoneaccor- 
dingly ? | Herein they ſpeak after a-like unworthy 
manner, as thoſe 'who faid,' Will a Man plead for 
Baal? ler Baal plead for himſelf; andiit is almoſt the 
fame what they ſpeak in reference tothe God off f 
| Jfadl 4 For if they mayinor'ſo properly be ſtyled|© 
Scoffers of theſe laſt and worſt days 3 yet they are ig- 
norant, flothful, walking after their” own/Luſts, 
and ſaying, het need one do any thing for God? he 
will do bas work for himſelf. \'This they are willing-[8 
ly; ignoftant-of,thar there is ſuch a Duty, That peo-J? 
phe ſhould belp the Lord againf# the mighty, Judg. 5.23. t 
which ſignifies the Sans of Violence and Tranſfy" 
gceſlion,who will do things of their own ſtrength 7 


«as 


becauſe it inthe power of their. hand, Mic.'2. 1. 8 
3 
jn the bounds of God% Commandrments, But the 
People 4 err, (which they utter forth againſt th 
Lord, Wai. . 32. 5.) nor'knowing the Scriptures, nor the 
Power of God 4, nor yet the way of the preſent dif}? 
penſation of bx Kingdem :. For tho' the help which3s 
God doth upon Earth he doth ic himfelf, yer it is! 
always done by the' Means and Inſtruments yy: hi! 
; or 


(4) 
try : 1 Servants, asthey oat andexert forth thoſe Prin- | 
neſt-|| ciplesof Goodneſs and Truth which he hath implag- 

; ted in them. ' As the Apoſtle argues from this 
om-i Word, Tet once more, Heb. 12.27. 10. every Sen- © 
tence, yea, the leaſt Word and Particle in; Scrip- - 
ture is obſervable. Where weread of ſoame;People 
that their Spirits were ſtirred, there is a motion or 
making known, or a Command of Gcd-.to: the 
Heart; which yet the Creature.-doth' not» obey. _ 
Bug where-it is written God ſtirred up the Spirit of 
ſuch an one (as Gideon, David, Nehemiah, Zeraha- 
bel)rhere che Perſon doth actually obey, andgoes 
forth, and is doing according to the Work God 
callsand employs him abput. 

Be inſtruRed,' all ye. flothful and faint-hearted 
Chriſtians :*God+bath'put nothing in vain in any 
Man or Woman. That Goodneſs which he ficſt in- 
.Igraffed,and doth afterwards infuſe,ſhould increaſe 
.Jand grow up,and it ought co appear forth throygh 
the Perſon in whom it is. . Agreeable hereunto is 
what our Lord faith and commands : 7 2re the 
Light of the World, @ Gity that « ſet on an bill 
fearmet be bid, neither do-Men light a Candle, and put © 
is wnder a buſhel, but on. a candleftick, and it giveth * 
hefel/ight unto all tÞat are ingbe houſe. Let your light ſo 
. rheiſpine before. men,j1that they may ſee your good qyorks, :: 
y theend glorifie your Father which i in Heawgn, Matth.g. *. 
-dify14, 15, 16: That which is of God in any Perſon, 
hich either Goodneſs or Truth ; and as Goodneſs oughc 
ie igt0 appear forch, 1o the Truth in him ought to be 
f his poken out. Fortho” the common Saying of the 


Ger World 
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Warld is (agreeable*to the Wiſdom of the Fle 
which is for ſloth, eaſes and preſent ſafety) Thafſ, 
all Tyith & nt to be ſpoken; yet we have learned af 
nother way to-Heaven. Lord, who ſhall abide in thi; 
Tabernacle ?' Who ſhall ret in thy holy Hill? He thay 
walketh 'uprightly, and worketh taghteouſneſs, | andy 
ſptakerh the truth in bi heart, Plal. 15.-1,2..So thaf, 
as ſure-as theSpiric of God doth. here reach .thel, 
way to Heaven, and lay, down the-:foregoing, 
Qaalifications and Conditions, which we. mul 
have and do before we . come; there; whatevet.; 
Frath is inour heart (providedit be.the Truth o 
God, as coming from: Kim, and ariſing out of hif, 
Word) we muſt and ought to ſpeak-it, come wha 
ever will hereof; if we do not mean. to be diſapf, 
pointed of Heaven at laſt. And: if. this doing, 
ſhould bring trouble upon our Loins (for this Obf 
jxxRion the worldly-wiſs Man hath againſt thi 
'Duty,and therefore he will rejrain-to utter it) wt 
muſt do ic for all that 3 this being that kind of ma 
nifold Tribulation. which we'tmuft go chroug 
befors we enter intothe King dom of God. WJ ® 
All People will norbs faved-who conſtantly gl; 
to Church or Mecting:;-tor of the four ſorts of Heal, 
rers of the Word, in Mat..13.there is but one whdi 
beargeh ani bringeth forth fruit amto everloſting life 
But there is another. fore which comes exactly rk 
the'preſent caſe: But be that receiveth ſeed into ton 
| Plates, the ſame us be that heareth the word, and anoff 
with joy recerveth in-;, yet bath be natroot within bim\en 
felf, but dureth for a while ;, for when tribulation offieg 
, « perſe]h 


| (43) 
lelhf,, 2curion ariſeth becauſe of the word, by and by be & . 
Thal ar8) 4 rhe 3. 2O, - There. no Perſon bit 
& a& ho would willingly be f{aved, and doth perceive. - 
”" Some lightſomneſs and; ſatisfaction to ariſe from 
 tballhe Ordinance 'of Preaching, becauſe he thinks 
®S$harthis doth fomewhat further him towards this ' 
cla .ppy-and; blefled End : -But when ſuch a Duty is ; + 
\.threfenced before him, orſuch a thing ſeems to! be: 
ONSommanded:. and-required of him'in the ſame _ 
mutkkx ord, which hath a ſhew,or perhaps ai real conſe- 
eVeHuent of worldly loſs, crouble,or inconvenience : 
th OFThis is ſuch a Scumbling-block in his way to Hea- 


f bien. that he cannor, or rather will-not get over. 


vhatK&> that here if he doth not the thing, he cries qut; 
ilaphor ſecretly ejaculates with Naaman, The Lord par- 
$lonthy Servant in thu. thing, conſiding that be doth 


Ob 0 much towards God beſides, Or when God re- ; 


| thilnuires. and calls them: forth to: ſuch. a particular 
) WEDuty, chey anſiver like choſe invited coche Wed-- | 
| MaKkling-Dinner, 1proy thee; hawe me excuſed ; for if 1 © 
WBUbau/d do ſo, 1-ſhould. ſuffer damage in ſuch-worldly-' 
- Pnatters. Nay, if he ſhould Joithe Duty, but yer 
Y BY & cffended that tribulation and perſecution « come 
Hea wpen him for:it. This indeed-is another ſtep fur-. 
whether, but ic comes ſhort of Heaven for it makes 
Ef o.do the thing'by halves, fearfully, and grudg- 
Y tGingly, whereas God loves a willing Servant. Bur. 
ſtenſhawever, it js better ſo done, than nor done arighl, - 
nf we do a thing for God, we ſhould expedt as: © 
bimf{mach,and arm: our ſelves before-hand, refolving = 
'08 oMfro'be contented; and do the thing, reſolutely and 
per/echroughly for all; and nor tobe offended. I. 


(44) 
L-knew fuch a Man (who herein did think andÞ5 
a&t more according to the Fleſh than accordingf© 
tothe'Spirit; we'are ſure) who hath been veryf 
guilty and blame'worthy inthis nature. Of fuchPÞ 
an one will T'confeſs, yer of my lf I'woufd nor" 
diſcover this mine'own infirmity, but as a War- = 
ningand Inftra&ion to others,* who ſhall'perhaps 
read -this;that from ſach a'poor & mean Example;F 
whom Godhath-carried - chrotgh'and-prefervyed [-< 
all along (bleed b& his Holy NameYhe brought upF* 
alſo-ontvf 4n horrible Pir, and out of the miry [© 
Clay (tho? the Deliverance be fibr yer thro? and (| 
perte&t) for T hope that he willſermy feeruport a” 
Rock, and eſtabliſh my goings: 4nd be bath put 'a | 
new Song -in my mowtthy even praiſe wnto bir God : ma-| 
y {ball ee-it, and fear, and ſhall "truſ# m the' Lord, F 
- 40. /2,”3. "This is therefore written to! eneou- F 
rag&ochers alſo to truſt in God,” as' they 'areer- 
ing'him faichfully and trolyirf char Work''he 
hath ſent chem here'on Earth for to dd:Smwenyrben | 
yethe weak bands, anfl*tonfirm the feeble knees”: Say 
ro them that 'be of a fearful heart,” 'Be'ſtrong, fear wot, f 
Ifai.-35. 34: A#4 1 will ſet up Shepberifs over them, 
which ſhall feed rhem, and'thty fhatl fear nd more” nor 
be diſmayed, neither"ſpall they” be lacking, ſaith the 
LodgJer'23. 4. Thar ſame Word:by which all F 
things and 'our ſelves 'were made;- knows what's 
inMan, what he isable, prone; and fubjeRt unto; F. 
amt. hete he dot caution and' provideagainitir.. Þ 
Fearfulnefs (bor'as' to the* confeflion of che'F 
Tratly& itis in Julus,0# omiflion'of Duty to'God) 
L 141" Ke 0. 5 2-0-8 
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the:high and mighty, and mulcitude;of the People|! 
over .is the Commandment and.:Will- of -God.ſſ 
thers again were-perſecuted and; killed as theyſc 
did perſevere refolutely.in: this: their attempt and[f 
meſlage. Herein is God glorified, when: his/Ser-fa 
vant will {uffer pain, inconvenience, hardſhip, ard 
reſtraint co his body, loſs of outward livelihood, 
when he will nor: anly hazard,..but lay down hisÞ 
own life for the Word of his Miniſtry 3 and.-when{k 
he will bring things on to 'this .upſhog.and-crial 
God dorh delight inthe action-of hys. Creatures 
Ashe hath endued chem with. :life and. power 'offi 
ation, ſo thee ſhould be put forth and uſed; for 
he hates the flothful Servant, who is negligenthy 
idle,/and doth nothing. - Hardly any .thing dechſiy 
more:provoke the eyes of his: Glory, than diſtruſtſji 
and unbelief. Diſtruſt_ of: his Faichfulneſs. andy 
Power,' as'if he-would/:not, or. could not carr 
hem through: [And-then unbelief of his Goodfhj 
neſs and Truth; that: admit they ſhould loſe theighz 
All, even cheir | own/Life in- his Service, as if hdfe; 
would-not err moo them again in the. rele 
ftixmtion of all things. | | EW | 
This ariful Fear doth Fo and proceed fort 
from Ignorance 3 for chey.imagine or apprehend Þ 
there is more hurt and imarc inthe perſecutio 
chan really chere.is;and chereupon they decline it $g 
her knowing throughly the natufe of. things,howſe” 
there is.aothing fo; bad but what; may and; cambgf; 
enduxed. Every thing here is ſudden; trapfizgory&1 
an&paſleth away. like a ſhadow 5-.S0 chat ic T=_ [ 


Cay 
ple] be born\@yez; and it i5to-be thoſen; if-16 thork 
od. re 'anvs Good irr thelaceer ends firchVs che very 
ney [diſpoſal and” eſtabliſhment of chings, - "Ad 
ind[ſevers? DApafivions 6f Got towaits his Servir 
Ser-Jatid-Pebple iti chis life} we," that heryrghe Humble 
or [thermal pfove thenw,r 6 them ptull bt Het Lats 
od, erent Dege'B126. Thivc bath mo teh 
his ow, \bwt fuch's & commenter: Bj 
hen, "bo Wuil0 900" Jufer "jim co be len bu 
rial, pou are ble 3 bub tl olfo 21ith' tht tempr kt ib 0k 
res.s 197 10 eſtape thi ye mby be uble to brer (it j5u Core 
r otÞio. 3.  'The Apoltit Gody'frot Here fo itnmiediates . 
forſy mean theſe common” Temptations Which. we 
entneet with, to Pride; Luff} and Senfuality; though 
lothfthis is alfo criie'as to them : ' Bat he writesthus ts 
raſtthe Church under a grievous and perſecuted! tare, 
andand as 'it was under the trial,” enduring the 
arr yſvorlt cthat'Men conld/thivent or Tnfli &';” which 
oodfrials were torment or dearh'ir {2lf. 'And yet i 
rme1hidſt them God did by His Spirit ſupport - 
it hqedr vprhe Hearts ben = and many tines 
e- re temptation or trial fi kmMthe Body Y So that 
ere was nv orher eſcape or deliverance ; bur rhe 
forte was by 'the falling'of that Houſe (it remain» 
nendhg no Tones firfor her” Habitation) driven'out, 
utioſhd forcedto take Wihes like a Dove, and fly a- 
18 It Fay into the tppermoſt parts 'of rhe'World, chat 
n0Vte tmight gerabove, andremain in thoſe places 
MD the Bleſſed, which' are freed from” al diftur- 
tory Boe thd Hurt of evil Spirits, where God ſhall 
af ſpeawiyalltears from _ eyes; end there Ry 
- . * £ 


bem more death wor ſorrow, wor cryin all 
rhere / by, a 


afraid-to endure. troy theſake of God, is, in 
that if they ſhould be caſtinto Priſon, they.-would 
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be; any more pain for, the, farmer) 
d away, Rev. ; 7 OY OO ATAVE 4; 99 


+ Anotherreaſog w ; many People are os 


be-bindred. from- his Publick Worfhip,,qr-from 

the Work whh og hath fent,.them on 
h fotto'do: Herein again, they.may beſ. 
and ther ey.ſhould ſuffe | 
bil Hoey kobe "Will 

{ e Wi 
for the Deed, when. on 26s if. is a real Intention 
which would. come; forth into A accordingly 
if, there was power and opportunity». . He ma 
make it up. in the Day, of Recompence for, th 
| 25 they would have done chey ha 
Aiberty and power of action. AsGo\ 
orified inthe A :ſo likewiſe. he is glorÞ}? 
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| nem 'off and eh'thin whi they 
'% bor Hts rv How many” hea have 
er donevutof reſpeR, compliance, Hlartery, 
_ to. my rw were not confi- 
Even i in rnarters of Rel 


Gere 4nd Ros of ME Dering 
r tothe meer Saying Nt: 4n th Preachers, 
air to. what the Holy Ghiolt. nanny or a 
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alt things; chon, knowelt c| at- fuch and' Tuch'P 


ple dooffend, diſpleaſe, in jd provoke thee.” Wha | 
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ever afethe ſrthiſesicr theTgnormnf;cor r f 
ginations of the-wicked 4H x Yor 2d) 
God kriows theſinfilheſs"6f SiH, WirhY theutr 
malignity and evil deſ&Vimg eRtea eB - 
the CE ike anda Peek Ct 

ery, and 'd i v 
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raul Brethgens before God day; and! night : But 
Sit is Jo: -be unde |, chat, Satatiand the fal- 
te Spirits are: \Greatures-iof. God, | abd 
__ him. 'Tho' it ſeems hard-iro-'con- 
Irs more difficule titer Oncern- 
riſe and. origin of Ell, "YET; this may 
:and.truly affirmed, That avhit Know- 


ed 


. Good: and Exit: F wich 
minalle and weighing 
+ So [that It 45 


and of his Spirit, towards evil; Spixics.;Þ . 
ay doth day by day afford rothe'Chil-ſ/ 
hy anc Thagrnces or .lefs,.according as 
>and.imprc hr 1 et bal 


and2d-; ter.; of a 
age in 4p pee. 10. we 
ſuperlaziys, and 
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it by the way of Favour and Mercy on the | 
o LN this is but” pe ea eo 

| ay of =P an Emblem/andFo 
tin ter, Ti ? iſt ne, it gh ly 

ne lalt.a great D or 300 
ITY nding” ie "In Fred 
ns. nd vs feraton of Satan. *Arit'fiov 
refhouldbe, Ro ba ek al hump oat 
Minifte te alike unto Satan 

who jb wap. Siprier Moor Fad” "Fall& In- 
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ent, knows all things in the World;: He 

udpe the World in rigbteouſs neſas be. miviffer 

| Fu gment zo the People in uprightneſs, Plal-9,'8.” "In 
il- ih new Tranſlation it is 4: He (hall-miniſter true 
eng to the People. "Who weighs the mowht ains in 
Fu and the billt ina balance, He will make things | 

ev 00) hang even, cxac, and ,.-2 "wdgy ah 
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= puiy Matter: And" then after” all God dothireſerve 
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nd 
ned . 1am Lord, 


n, | _ 
To come. with 


wied 

1 Guile; rhar -we have ratifereſied: 3xainſt che 
Surf Lord, and to: cry out mightily and earneſtly un- 
lf ro him for pardon/andinercy : All chis is the beſt 
*. and ft way 'to- make ourvpeace with God. 
+ So did David 'and the Prophers. ' Saith one, He 
3 +Flie down i® our ſhams, and our confuſion covereth w ; 
+: for-we bave ſinned again} the Lord our God, from 
" ol Gur Prkomtrans er Jon and bave not obeyed the 
oftle Voice 


3 
\ 


C 
I 
amiſs, and erred from his Commandments;” he 


by his Spirit, to ſpeak out, and'-publiſh the ſame | 
Word, unto others. And ſo they do not tell and 


(6) 
woiee.of the Lord ourGod; Jer. i3:.15* Butrue are all 
as.at unclean thing, and all: our” Righteouſnieſs ate'alj* 
filrbyiRags, Hai. 64. 6. Some may» be apt:to- furJE 
miſe, ;'Whart nced the: Prophet\mention this,” forſ®? 
peradventure. God might accept: this Righteouſ:ÞF: 
neſs as it is; whereas by vilifying and depretia{/: 
ting\i.as he doth, -he may put. od in,emind; orf/* 
mare him:not.to accept its (Whathh abſurd 'and{9 
wrong imagination is: here ! For it\wazithe:Spi-þ®! 
Tit.of Gods whichYid:firlt adquaint and-make this] 
kaown ware 1/aiab; and he ſpeaks ic forth-unto the} V 
Peogle, in order to humble cheer, and makethemf V 
have.a.low! Coneeic of their: .beft. Performances ;Þ 
'Lo,be.as noching.in our own fight. to acknoW-I I 
ledge our own Guilk and Unworthineſs:; to bear bi 
iniquity, and lagch-our ſelves far.opr-Sins :,/Ehis * 
is the way to get-the-Favour and: NhSrcy f:God;fj 
far ſadid-che-boly i Men and Women of old;»wholl © 
ſerved. him, ,and were accepred. by him. :-105 ;- | 1 
!,Aad 10'when;Gad would tell: People i of their © 
Sins and Tranſgreflions, -when'they, have done 


doch nat now ſpeak unto the, Inhabicancsl of ttie 
Earth out of the cloudy Pillar, 6r from: the Battle-| * 
ments of Heaven; buc naw he ſpeaks in che ſtill 2 
Voice of his. Word .and;S$pirit-unto their Hearts | 
and\Conſciences# Which Word is. yet-more clear- 
ly and diſtioly revealed-unto-lorme of his peca- 
liar and ele& Servants; whom-again he: prompts 


inform 


C6) 
tnt' 


£ inform, them. 
ſpeaking unto 


Dear 
Fhisl ties And hereb y. WE, may, pon ey ok the 
dd; intercourſe.is between God and his Creatures, 
vhoſ chat, whatever. good i is done here on. Earth, it,is (if ; 
I may. expreſsit) che Atings of God through, his F 
eirf Greatures. .Hence are.thole Sayings 3 inScripture, # 
mell 1 will qpell in :bem, and walk in them, 2 Cor. 10.6, 
heff God dwelleth j Jo 2; Gor, 10. 16. It is not you that 
the || [peak y but 'the Spirit of gonr | Father which ſpeakerh 
le- | #2 1ouyMats 10, 4s Ged x in yowep @ truth, 2. Cor. 
inf 14.25- And where_it is ſo, he is a continued 
ts Principle of right action and well-doing. 
ar-|| -+ Hereby, we may, perceive the ſuperlative and 
-- || infinite and exceeding Goodnels of God, whois 
psf, the Root and Foundation of all Beings. He doth 
ne &| 25-much exceed all the Inhabitants of the Earth 
ad | (take them all in their Generations and Places, 
m | when 


(67) 
when ab nyo Here on'this/Eatth) as: the] 
whole Earth doth exceed'an handful of Duft pr 
Sand. We fee how much one good Man'&brh, 
how he reaches forth and extends his Goodneſs 
far and near, and he is always fecking Opportu- 
nities for exerting of it. If he isa Man of Know-f 
ledge and Wiſdom, the Lips of the Wilg, dilperſe 
Knowledge, and it is unexprefiible haw- much 
good his Words miy ds,' whey the ſound'thereof 
gaes our far and near 3 and yet much more'gocd 
will they do, whim they are written for the Gene- 
rations to come, Pſal. 102.18. and for afrer- Ayes. 
F haye often cthowght, when I ſee a juſt Man, 
who.js perfe# in his Generations, wud walktth with 
Ged, Gen. 6. 9, ' who is right' towards God in all 
chings, and withal zealous, diligentz'and ative in 
kais Service (as God hath all along-in-the forego- 
tng Generations, and in the ſeveral 'Caunrries 
raiſed-up ſuch ſingle Inſtruments) whae a bleſfed 
World would there be, if hundreds and thon- 
{ands did the like! Each Man would bring over 
3s thouſand, and ten would put'tenghouſand to 
ight, to the utrer and chorough \{ſubduing of the 
whole World of the Sinners andIngodly: Where» 
as they appgaring ſingular in their Generarions, 
jt comes to paſs through the great-and continued 
oppoſition of Satan {the name of whole Inſtru- 
ments is Legion, for they are many) that fuchſ 
could not effeR any great marter 3 or ifthey did 
ſomewhar (for what is of God will ſtand in ſpight þ 
of M:n o Devils) yet ic was not in that degres ” | 
whic 
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| which they did aim and intend it. They were like | 


light ſhining in a dark place, which others at a 
diſtance could juſt fee the glimpſe and appea- 
rance of, but they had no benefit thereof. And 
then this burning light in his Generation was ei- 
ther blown out (for the Devil bath ſometimes 
power taykill the Witneſſes) or waſted ſooner ; 
or if none of theſe did happen, it muſt at length 
be naturally ſperit out. In this alſo they were 
like the Captain of their Salvation : I have trod- 
denthe Wine-preſs alone, and of the People there was 
none with me, 11a. 63. 3. For when once they be- 
gin to be bruiſed, or the ſparkles of Blood do fly, 
then the People will be ſure to keep far enough off. 
Now God did ac all along in thoſe fingle Crea- 
tures z but why he did not ſtir up more, or others 
alſo; or if he did preſs upon them with the ſecter 
motions of his Spirit, which they did not obey : 
Whereas he could have been upon then), evert up- 


. Yon them with a ſtrong hand alfo, and with ſuch 


an over-ruling preſſare of their Spirics, that they 
ſhould have been likewiſe actually ſtirred up : 
But it was not ſo, the reaſons hereof how it was 
then for the great Ends of his own Glory and. 
Man's Trial, himſelf will reheagſe when he 
wriceth up the People. # 

Bur chis is certain, that in thoſe Times of uni- 


Ferſal Reformation, which are now drawing onin 


heſe latter Days, he will raiſe up a proportion- 


Cable number of in{troments, even thouſands and 


ten thoufands, who ſhall certainly and Fe 
w 21G 


Sid recurnt6 their former Sin, Corruption, Igno- 
*"Tarice, cuſtomary and formal Worſhip. So it hath 


( 64) 


effet the very thing ; Until. the Spirit be poured 
down upon us from on bigh, Tai. 32, 15. The word 
Pur, doth denote in a much more large. and 
Plentiful manner, chan that dropping and diftil- 
ling of the Spirit heretofore, only in ſuch peculiar 
and choſen Veſſels. And.it ſhall come to paſs in the | 
laft days,laith God, T will pour out of my Spirit upon | 
af Acts 1.17. Thus it will be in®the very 

laſt Days at the concluſion and ſhutting up of all. 
But if we look back unto the foregoing Genera- 
tions, as to the ſtate and progreſs of pure and un- 
defiled Religion, or as to the Knowledge of God 
inthis or other Countries that of Feremiah is here 
true and applicable, They bawe gone backward, and 
not forward : Since the day that your Fathers, came 
forth of the Land of Egypt, unto thu day, I have even 
ſent unto you all my Servants the Prophets, daily riſing 
up early, and [ending them ; yet they bearkned not un | 
to me,nor enclived their ear 3 but hardned their neck, 
they did worſe than their Fathers, Jer. 7.25, 26. 
When God did make an appearance and ſhew 
himſelf by Miracles and Signs, then People were 
for the time in ſome meaſure as they ſhould be. But 
when they were over, and the remembrance of 
chem did go off and vaniſh by degrees, then they 


been ſince the days of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
when we were redeem'd from ſpiritual Egypr,fromfy 
the Bondage and Hurt of Sin, Satan, and Death,} 
then indeed. there was a peculiar People ; but 
ever 


(655) 
ever ſince they have gone. backward and not fors 
ward. And ſo when bo People of this Nation, 

51 | aboutanhundred and fifty Years ſince, came out 

ar | of the Egyprien Darkneſs of Popiſh Ignorance and 

he | from out ofthe Wilderneſs of Superſtition, into a 

os | fuller and clearer light of the Goſpel, which they 
ry worked through, and brought out from the very 

11. | fire; chen indeed were the Churches cleanſed. | 

-2- | and bright: [But almoſt ever fince it may be ſaid, i» 

\n- | They have gone backward, and not forward. When | 

od || the:Storm of Perſecution is over them, then it FF 

re | doth rouze up their Zeal, their greater Fear of 4 

nd | God, and their greater Concern for the Truth 

me (and Spirituality of his Worſhip. This Fan doth 

ven j{ 21do purge the Floor as to blow away the Chatf 

Fug of Hypocrites, and gather the Wheat of real, 
un. | firm, ſincere Chriſtians more cloſe together. Bur i 

ck, | when that is over; the others come in again, and {" 

26, ſfhey are mingled together, and they do lie pro- [ 

ew ([miſcuouſly one with another. i 

ere | At this day the Churches have reft and free 

But [liberty of Worſhip , according to their ſeveral , 

» of YOpinions and Perſyaſionsz yet they have gore . 

Rey backward, and not forward, For is there not a Lac- 

_(icean lukewarmneſs;, and indifferency ſpread 
hroughout them all ? Are not the Ordinances of 

Prayerand Preaching become cold, flat, dull, and 

jow ? Do they mount up as Eagles, 7/ai. 40. 3T. 

FOr rather do they not ſtill Jie among the Pots, 

but /=. 68. x3. Inſtead of publiſhing the . Name of the 

Lord, aſcribe ye Greatneſs unto our God, Deut. 32. 3- 

E 2 and 


( 66 ) 
and ſpeaking of the wonderful Works of God, Acts 2, 
Ir. they are taken up with mans Notions , Say- 
ings, and Phraſes ; and they are bewildered in 
the little things of this lower World ; for they do 
not underſtand even them throughly and clearly. 
Where ſeems to be a little pure and primitive 
Chriſtianity, is not there much Ignorance and þ 
coming ſhort of the Knowledge of the Things of 
God, as they ought to be known? There are ei- 
ther ſome affected Phraſes of their own, which 
they harp and infiſt altogether on 3 or there is a 
Pcs of ſome ſelect parts and portions there- 

f, before the whole Word of God ; all which 

- ought to be brought in equally upon occaſion, 
without preferring one thing before another, or 
at leaſt not ro make the one a pretence: to ſhut 

.- out the other. Are there not dark Speeches uſed 
(it it be not ſometimes unintelligible and myſti- 
cal nonſence) whereas the time now is that they 
ſhould ſpeak no more to us in Proverbs, but they 
ſhould ſhew, us plainly of the Father, John 16, 25. 

” Andin theſe larer times the Spiris ſpeaketh expreſly, 
'x Titn. 4. 1. yea, and clearly, viz. fuch things as 
may.be underſtood 3 not in Words which Man's 

Wiidom teacheth (not in humane” affe&ted Phra- 

ſes) but which the Holy Ghoſt ceacheth, compayy Y 

ring ſpiritual with ſpiritual. | el 
And compare Scripture with Scripture, wÞ 4 

ſhall find that ſuch, whether they be. Men or Woof; J* 

men, who ſav when the Lord hath not ſpokenjy 4 

or who ſpeek « Viſion of their own beart, and nof ou th 
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£67) | 
of the mouth of the Lord, Jer. 23. 16. Which prophecy 
out of their own heart, Ezek. 13. 17. Or who ſay 
in || that it (ball /o come to paſs, when the Lord hath nor 
do | commanded them, and it will not-come to paſs, 
ly. | and the thing doth not follow, ſuch are preſum- 
ive | ptuous: Dent. 18. 22, They take God's Name in 
nd {| vain,and a Woe isnow pronounced againſt them, 
; of | which at laft will fall down upon them to their 
ei- | own miſery and condemnation. 
ich | Is it not in ſome meaſure fulfilled at this day ? þ 
s 2 | We ſee not our Signs, there' xx 10 more any Prophet, |: 
re- || neither is there any among us that knoweth how long, 
ich Pſal.74.9. That knoweth any thing certainly from 
on, | God (as intimes paſt he did reveal his Secret un- 
or} to his Servants the Prophets) or how long this 
hut Jadgment of the Sword will be upon the Nations, 
ka nor after what manner and when God will work 
Ni-j| Salvation, and eſtabliſh Peace in the midft of the 
1ey|| Earth : For God « my King of old, working Salvati- 
ney | 9# in the midſt of the Earth, Pal. 74. 12. I will be 
| #5y King 3 Where ts any other that may ſave thee in 
eſly, 411 rhy Cities and thy Fudges? of whom thou ſaidſt, 
5 asf} Give me a King and Princes, Hof. 13.12, Theſe | # 
1n'} things will ſo be, when God doth reign imme- - |! 
xra-f| diately over the Hearts of all Men 5 and they | 
pay yield that Ovecience unto him, as now they doto | 
their Kings and Governours after the Fleſh. But 
wall at this day it is fulfilled, Therefore night ſhall be _ 
W of: you, that ye ſhall not divive ; and the Sun ſhall po 
cents down over the Prophets, and it ſhall be dark over them; ' 
£ ou then: ſhall the Scers be aſhamed, and the Diviners con 
of E 3 founded ; 


_ - 


(68) 
founded ; yea, they ſhall all. cover their Lips, for there 
& 20 anſwer of God,Mic. 3.6,7. Conſider through- 
ly of this, all ye Preachers in the ſeveral Churches 
and Congregations ; and do ye-not fenfibly per- 
ceive the 'Truthof this laſt ? There 'is no anfwer 
of God., There is at this day (and accordingly he 
that is molt ſpiritual, and knows moſt of God, | 
doth moſt-lſenſibly perceive it) the face of the 
Covering and the Veil that is ſpread over-all Na- 
tions, 1/2. 25. 7. There is a Veil and. Covering 
over the Hearts and Underſtandings of Men (I 
feel it upon mine own) that-they -have not that 
conſtant lively Faith and clear Knowledge of the 
future and inviſible things of God, as was inthe 
days of 24s/es, or of Chriſt, or as themſelves had 
in former times when they were: illuminated, 
Heb. 10.32. Or as.themſclves ſhall have, when 
God ſhall be pleaſed, according to his gracious 
Promile here, to deſtroy that Covering and Veil, 
and. to break it that we may fee through. . Bur Þ » 
even unto this day, when Moſes is read, the Vail ts 
upon their Hearts ; nevertheleſs when it ſhall turn ro, 
. the Lord,the Veil ſhall be taken away, 2 Cor.3.15,16.f., 
Religion is now at a low ebb, I do not mean as if 4 
- co outward Worſhip, the Profeſſion, Appearance, } ,, 
and Shew thereof; for that was retained all a- 
long throughout the foregoing Generations : But 
ſo-it is as to the walking in all the Command- F,, 
ments ofthe Lord blameleſs, in all Righteouſneſs \y 
and true Holineſs. To ſhew the exceeding 1treſs | ;j 
that the People lay upon this thing of their going Þ ,/ 

con» 
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= conſtantly to the place, and their performing the 
= outward a& of Worſhip, the Holy Ghoſt doth 


repeat it three times in his Caution concerning it : 
I Truſt ye not in lying Wards, ſaying, The Temple of the 
VIV Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord 


hs | are theſe, Fer. 7. 4. That isas much as to ſay, it is 
rs a lying and falſe Word, let People repeat it over 
oo and over, and infiſt,upon it never ſo much. Ir is 


riot the bare going to Church, or to ſuch a Con- 
28 || gregation, is all that God doth require of Men 

(LY 2nd Women 3 nor is this ſufficient to bring them 
ut to Heaven. To ſay or affirm thatthis is all which 
he f God doth require, or that this with no more ado 
will bring them to Heaven, is a lying: Word : 
ad For the Lord hath ſhewed in the foregoing Verſe, 
ed, what he doth require of Men ; namely, Amend 
your ways and your doings, and I will cauſe you 
0 | to dwell in this place. - This is the way to be fix- 
Il, ed, and for ever to abide in the high and bleiſed 


5H! place of Heaven. Again he: finds faulr, Will:ye ,; 

| feal, murder, and commit 'adultery, and ſwear falfly, : 
10 and barn incenſe to Baal, and walk after other Gods | 
16. 253bor ye know not (here the Prophet enumerates 


25 Bf the breach of Six Commandments, ani in like 
©, Þ manner it may beapplied co the other Four, viz. 


2UCE hood;and Covetoufneſs)' and-come aud ſtand before 


1d- BY ve in thy Houſe which is called by my Name, and ſay, ' © 
els "We are delivered to' do all theſe. 4bomninations ? :Is : | 
els þ/:his Houſe which is called by my Name, become'a Den . 


2- B Sabbath-breaking, Diſhonouring of Parents, Falſ: | 


LEN - A 
Ot; 


w | of Robbers in your eyes ? behold, even I bave ſeen tt," |. 


E 4 ſaith *: 
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ſaith the Lord,Jer.7.9,10,11. So that the Inference 
1s natural and neceſſary, Thar it is not the going 
to Church, or to any other Place of his Worſhip || | 
upon the Lord's Day, or upon every Week-Day, ſh : 
will ſerve to makean atonement, or blind and de- |} « 
ceive God for the breach and tranſgreffions of his | / 

| 


Laws and Commandments; for he doth here þ 
lay, I have ſeenit, even through this Veil of Hy- 
pocrilie ; let them think or fay what they will, 
that their Trade, or Buſineſs, or Neceflity of Af: | ' 
fairs do require them fo to Yo. To the ſame 
purpoſe is the firſt Chapter of 1/aiah throughout: 
1 hate, I deſpiſe your Feaſt days, and I will not ſmell in 
your ſolemn Aſſemblies. Tho ye offer your Burnt offerings 
and Meat-efferings, I will not agcept them, neither will 
T regard the Peace-offering of your Fat Beaſts, Take 
thom away from me the noiſe of thy Songs, for T will 
n20t heer the melody of thy Viols (what. muſt we do 
then!) But let Fudement run down as Waters, and 
Righteouſneſs as a mighty Stream. Have ye offered un- 
#0 'me Sacrifices and Offerings in tbe Wilderneſs forty 
Fears, O Houſe of Tirael, Amos 5. 21, 22,23, 24, 25. 
Have ye worſhipped me according to your ſeve- 
ral Waysand Congregatians in this Wilderneſs of 
the Earth (where one is at a loſs to find the right 
Way through your manifold Opinions and Di- 
viſions) for almoſt ſix thouſand Years, O ye Chil- 
dren of Men? But {till.ye have continued in 
your own. Doings, and in the things ye have 
made-2o your ſelves, whereas that 2s :be irae Ta-y 
bernacle which the Lord pitched, and not __ 
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Heb.8.2. And now what if God himſelf ſhould ſay 
in the laſt Day, as he doth now ſpeak from Hea- 
ven in this his Word. T hate, I deſpiſe, I will not ac- 
cept, neither will I regard your Burnt offerings, Meat- 


| offerings, and Peace-offerings ? Which he himſelf 
did..yet command and inſticure, and Man did - 
| then uſe them to pleaje, atone, and be reconciled 


to Almighty God. 

This is to be underſtood by the way, that God 
will one day fpeak himſelf in perſon, with a loud 
and outward audible Voice, what he doth now 
{peak from Heaven in the ſtill Voice of his Spi- 
rit, or in the Scriptures ( which are his Epi 


ſent,unto the Inhabitants of the Earth.) And 


whereas with many Men their Letrers are power- 
ful, but their bodily Prefence is weak and con- 


temptible, ic will be contrariwiſe as to God : - 
For his Word now (as writteg or ſpoken by Men) : 


is weakneſs, 1 Cor. 1. 25. But when himſelf ſhall 


utter his Voice, the Earth will melt, Pfal. 46. 6. 
The Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and + 


the Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, 2 Pet. 3, 


IO. For the Lord bimſelf ſhall deſcend with a ſhout, + | 


with the Voice of the Archangel, and with the Trum- 
pet of Ged, i Theil. 4. 16. 20 that he will make a 


yet greater impreflion, and cauſe a greater ſha- 
king, not only upon the living Creatures, but alſo # 
upon the very material Works of God, even all -'> 


the World over ; than that manner of giving the 
Law did formeily upon the ſingle and particular 
place of Mount Sai; concerning which, fee 
Exod, 19. Heb. 12. 17,15. 19. 50 


muerte ug 
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So it will be pronounced concerning the ſeve- 
ral Acts and Parts of Worſhip, outward Prayer, 
Praiſe , Hearing the Word , Baptiſm, and 'the 
Lord's Supper. Not that theſe are to be caſt off 
and negle&ed 3 in no wiſe : But yer ſo it isxwhen 
it doth become the Sacrifice of Fools, the Sttifice 
of Sinners and Tranſgreflors; for they proyoke 
God, and deceive themſelves (whereby they are 
Fools) when they keep up one with another ; 
that is; when they worſhip God, and yet continue 
in fin and tranſpgreflion. The 'whole Scripture” is 
full co the ſame purpoſe. DS 
Bur here ic may be ſurmiſed, That if the caſe 
is.ſo, ic is good for ſuch not- to worſhip God at 
all. But all Men cannot receive this Saying;-but 
unto whom it is given; for Worſhip is due from 
every Creature unto God 3 and theſe thififs are 
written, not that they ſhould caft off and negle& || !! 
it: in nowiſe: But that every one ſhould turn |} 4 
away from his Iniquities, A&s 3.26. and ceafe if © 
from-all manner of fin and tranſgreflion. And |f ! 
then they are to obey all the Commandments of || " 
God, which relate to Good or Evil,Righteouſneſs || 9 
or Wrong, Truth or Falſhood, enjoying the one, | 9 
and forbidding the other, as well as they do al- | © 
ready obey thoſe his Commandments, which per- i 3 
tain to his Worſhip. Except they do this allo, : 
b 
h 
F 
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they cannot be ſaved, and all their Worſhip will Þ 
ſignifie noching. Ir is ſtrange, but yer true and 
common, That many People' of both Sexes I 


ſhould go on blindly and ignorantly, for thirty, 
forty, 


KC 73). | 
forty, fifty, and ſixty Years, yea, throughout all 


their life, in this Deceit of being Worſhippers of 
God, and yet not doing his Will; whereas it is 
written ſo plainly,that every Capacity may under- 
ſtand it. Now we know that God heareth not Sin- 
ners ;” but if auy 3Aan be a Worſhipper of God, and doth 

| ba Will, bim be heareth, John 9. 31. As we read - 


that Prayer of Meſes and David, -and that Pro-* | 


miſe. which:God made unro his People by T/azab, 
of Levi heſaid,Ble{s,: Lord, his Subſtance, and acceps 
the Work of his Hands, "Deut''33-8, 11. Remember 
all thy Offerings, and atcept thy Burnt-ſacrifice.” Selah. 
Plal.:20..3. They ſhall come up 'with atceprance.qn 
mine » Altars, liai.' 60.7. and-'Ezek.- 20. 40, 41; * 
We learn this Word pf Inſtruction (which may 
makeus to fear n/a heed, 'and beg pardon - 
for the Iniquity offoar holy things, and to pray. 
inſtantly and contitiually for aeceprance) that in | 


all things we do in order to God, or percaining - 


to'Religion, as it ' is commonly nameq, or. under- | 
ſtood, unleſs God do accept thereof, it all tignifies © 
nothing : Nay, what is yet furcher, It 3s as cutting » 


of 2 Dog's neck (there is not much in that) i &'as 


offering Swines blood (this doth diſpleaſe God) zt is |/ 


T 


, _— 


4 
% 
f 


a bleſſing an 1401, ai. 66. 3. which is the higheſt 


and ſuperlative degree of provoking God to the -* 

greateſt manner that potiibly can be. So they 
| do rather diſpleaſe than pleaſe; they make God ro 
F. be further off, and more angry rather than bring 
\ him near, | and make him reconciled unto us. 
Hear this Word, all ye Pcople'of England, that © 


enter - | 
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enter in at the Church-doors, or Meeting-Houſes, 
co praiſe the Lord. ba 

Another thing wherein ye are defeQtive and found 
wanting, is this, For they ſay and do not, Mat. 23. 2. 
They hear, read, and - 
and precious Truths, but they do not turn them 
into. pradtice and ſuitable action. It is recorded 
of Mofes the Servant of ;the. Lord, He was mighty 
in Words and.in Deeds, Adts 7. 22. fo he was for 
both and therein he pleaſed/and was accepted by 
God, who had hereuponatavaur and love towards 
him : Bur this: belongs not to 'the nominal, nor | 
yet to.the real Chriſtians of this Age, who make 
a fair ſhew in the Fleſh, and they are ſincere, and 
of che beter fort; yet herein. they are: found 
wanting, many of them are mighty in Words, but 
not in Dzeds. .They do talk of che higheſt Du- 
ties and Attainments of Religion, and: they do 
conceive, ſpeak,read,hear, and write of the great 
Truths of God; bur how to perform the fame 
at all cime$ and in all places, and in reference to 
all Perfons, they find not. Towards the publiſh- 
ing and making known theſe Truths throughout 
all this Region, or to hazard, or even to {uffer 
actual tribulation for the Word's ſake, they are 
offended, and themſelves will not run the riſque 
and experience of it. The like Character is 


given unto him who is greater than Meſes, with i 
a tranſverfalof the ſame Words, Feſw of Naza-W; 
reth, @ Prophes, mighty m deed and in word before | 


Gig, and before abs the Perple, Luke 24. 19. The 
EE Ok Holy 


k ofamany good Words 
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Holy Gholt hereby ſignifying, that he did ac&u- 


ally more good than himſelf talked of; and here- 


in he did exceed Moſes and all the Children of _ | 


God : For with them their Thoughts and Words 


do riſe higher than their Aftions. For none ever 


did, nor yet can obey and do more for God, thay 
hedoth think or ſpeak of, But their Performar 
ces and Doings come ſhort of their Words, as bor 
Words and Actions do come ſhore of theit 
Thoughts; for many, good , excellent, high,. 
great, and glorious Things are thought of, which 


E are never ſpoken out. But this is Man's fault 


and infirmity.z for every thing that is good 


and true, ought to be ſpoken out 3 and if potlible ' 


the ſame is to be put into practice. - But where 
power is wanting, or opportunity is not to be had, 
there it ſhould come forth into will and real en- 
deavour ; fo that in good and duty we ſhould ſtill 
go as far as we can. ne EY 
If we ſeek out of the Book of the Lord, and 
read, we ſhall there find, that the whole of Man- 
king. is diſtinguiſhed, not into ſuch Names as we 
give one another, of Papiſt, Proteſtant, Church- 
of-England-man, Presbyterian, Independent, A- 
nabapriſt, Quaker, Sabbacarian, Socinian, Diſlen- 
ter, or ſuch-like 3 but into Righteous and Wicke,}, 
they that ſerve God, and they that ſerve him not, M; ), 


I 3.18. This ſerving of God is not calling him the ; 
7, God; nor yer ſtyling chemſelves the Children « | 
& Abraham, nor yet the ranking themſelves amot.; 


the Members of a pure Church ac this Day 3 ne 
| vt 
W 
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| Iſrael, of worſhipping God, and ſpeaking honou- 
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yet paying unto God Ads of Worſhipeverty mot- 
ning and evening ; for whoſoever keeps all the || 7, 
parts and times of Worſhip,and yet will not obey 6. 
one point of the Law of God, when, he doth all |, 
the reſt, he is guilty of all, and an ungodly Man 
for all that. Bur this is the Service of God to doall 
his Will and Pleaſure 3 for as to our matters ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, it is not the barecalling him |. 
Maſter, or living in his Family, or paying unto |... 
him outward ReſpeR; all this will not make chem ſx 
to be Servants indeed: But it is the conſtant .do- f(g. 
ing of their Buſineſs, according to what they are ||, 
bid and commanded from time to time. The | 7 
Spirit of God doth foreſee there is aſort of Peo- fp 
ple,who goon in that Deceit of calling themſelves F,; 


of the Holy City, and. ſtaying upon the God of 


rably of his Name : Theſe would cake it ill if any 
one ſhould ſay they did not ſerve God. As indeed 
they do not, tho' they ſerve with an Offering, and 
weary themſelves with Incenſe, 11ai. 43. 23. Tho' 
they ſpend never fo much time in ourward Wor- 
ſhip, and takeall che Opportunities and Seatons 
for it 3 yet. in the meaning and requiring of the 
Holy Ghoſt, they do not properly and. truly 
ferve God, unleſs they do confirm all the Wards 
of his Law to do. them. The fame Spiric doth 
caution us hereof, and give us. to underſtand as 
much by what is written, Te Miniſters of bis'that Y 
do bis pleaſure, Plal. 102. 21.  Hereby intimating 
chat there are ſuch who think themſelves, and 

| are 
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are called by the World Miniſters, and Servants of 
God, who yet do not his Pleaſure : 7#/hy call ye me 
he Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I ſay, Luke 
Y £6.46. And yet more plainly this is ſignified by 


all } what the Spirit ſaith, His Servants ſhall ſerve bim, 


at [Rey.22. 3 Thisis brought in upon deſcribing the 
manner of the New TFeruſalem above, which 
C- Fherein is oppoſite and different from that 'on 
AY FEarth; for many here are called' Servants of God, 
tO who do not in deed and in truth. ſerve him: 
mM Whereas ſuch only, who do in deed and in truth 


9- Fſerve hin; ſhall be admitted there. Nor every one 


IC Brhat ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; but he that doth the Will of my 
Father which is in Heaven. Many will ſay to me in 
that day,. Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy 
Name, and in thy Name caft cut Devils? and in thy 
Name done many wonderful Works; and 1 will pro- 
eſs unto them, I never knew ye ; depart from me, ye 
that work Iniquity, Mat. 7.21, 22, 23. 


Theſe things I have written , not that I had 
ought as of my ſelf tro accuſe my Nation of; but to 
manifeſt from che Word which flatters none, bur 

eclares untoall Men what his thoughts and ways 
are 3 that though a form of Godlineſs is ſpread 
and diffuſed throughout the ſeveral Congregati- 
ns and Places of this Iſland ; yet they all come 
ore of the Power and ſubſtance thereof. And 


7 Vas wedo all look for theappearance of the Grear 
S GOD, who ſhall render to every Man accor- 
| 


ding 
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ding to his Work, both ye and my ſelf are to be 
diligent, chat we may be found of Him without 
Ipot and blameleſs. I ſpeak not theſe things as 
2 Man; but they do proceed forth from the 
Word and Spirit of the Lord, atid from Him that 
gives Man Knowledge; who ſees all this, and 
much more, and is difpleaſed.” As Wounds and 
Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores are Jaunced in or-| 
der to a Cure ; fo theſe things are laid open before} 
_ all the Churches (which they may at leaſt come 
to the ſight, hearing, or rumour of ) that they may? 
know ſuch things have been written, that accor- | 
ding to the Commandment of rhe God of Ifrael, | 
they amend their Ways and their Doings, Jer. 7. 3. 
if ttiey intend to have the Favour of God now, be} 
accepted of Him at laſt, and if they would dwell} 
with him in the higheſt Heavens for evermore. | 
Amen, ſaith my Soul, come, Lord Feſus, come quickly, | 
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